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The  liberation  of  French  North  Africa  has  constituted  a  crucial  test 
to  both  Jews  and  nonr^ews. 

Now  we  were  to  see 

Whether  the  United  Nations  regarded  the  restoration  of  equal 
rights  for  the  Jews  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Four  Freedom®  to 
which  they  were  committed; 

Whether  the  liberated  nations  would  find  within  them  the 
strength  to  overcome  the  disease  of  anti-Semitism; 

Whether  the  years  of  suffering  and  humiliation  had  extinguished 
in  the  Jews  of  the  liberated  countries  the  sense  of  honor  eind  cour¬ 
age,  which  they  would  be  in  need  of  now,  more  than  ever  before* 

Whether  world  Jewry  would  live  up  to  the  responsibilities  of 
the  hour  and  would  be  fully  aware  of  all  implications  inherent  in 
this  new  situation. 

The  reports  and  documents  reproduced  herewith  are  contributions  to  the 
study  of  the  problems  referred  to  above.  Some  of  them  have,  at  this 
moment,  but  historical  value.  It  was,  however,  our  opinion  that  they 
all  will  serve  to  enlighten  us  on  the  issue. 
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Report  on  the  present  general  situation  of  the 
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S-uininary  of  and  Reflections  on  Certain 

Documents 

by  Paul  Jacob, 


In  his  speech  of  March  14,  1943,  General  Giraud  declared  his  intention  of  abrog¬ 
ating  the  racial  laws  which  had  been  decreed  against  Prench  citizens  of  Jewish 
faith,  by  the  Government  of  Vichy, 

In  the  absence  of  definite  information  which  would  permit  an  appraisal  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  General *s  intention,  thus  announced,  has  been  realized,  the 
text  of  the  memorandum  addressed  by  the  same  General  Giraud  to  General  de  Gaulle, 
on  April  1st,  has  reached  us,  however.  In  it  we  find  the  following  passage: 


^The  only  legislation  having  legal  force  is  legislation  enacted  prior  to  June  22, 
1940  and  after  necessary  adjustment,  laws  subsequent  to  that  date  which  will  have 
been  validated  as  in  conformity  with  French  tradition.  Factual  BClutiohS  must 
be  maintained  when  applied  to  individual  cases, 


For  the  time  being,  we  abstain  from  making  any  comment  on  this  passage  taken  out 
of  the  said  memorandum,  but  it  justifies  us  in  recalling  a  state  of  affairs  which 
existed  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  American  troops  in  North  Africa,  and  this 
passage  from  the  memorandum  prompts  us  to  make  known  certain  facts,  proofs  of 
which  have  been  delivered  to  the  authorities  of  the  World  Jewish  Congress, 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  World  Jev/ish  Congress  has  just  come  into  possession  of 
certain  documents,  the  contents  of  which  we  are  planning  to  classify  as  follows: 

I,  Since  November  17,  1942,  the  Chief  Rabbi  of  Algiers  has  very  energetically 
called  upon  the  Governor  General,  asking  for  the  complete  abrogation  of  all  laws 
and  regulations  which  have  affected  the  Jews  of  Algeria  as  ’Jews’, 

On  the  following  day,  November  18,  1942,  the  Chief  Rabbi,  Mr,  Eisenbeth,  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Governor  General,  who  (and  here  again,"  in  a  most  striking 
manner,  we  find  the  idea  expressed  in  the  above  mentioned  memorandum)  was  plan¬ 
ning  to  have  the  Jews  benefit  from  individual  measures,  exempting  them  from  the 
laws  promulgated  against  them. 

On  the  same  day  the  Chief  Rabbi  protested  against  this  attitude,  requesting  that 
general  regulations  should  completely  abolish  the  effect  of  these  laws  and  de¬ 
crees  without  taking  into  account  individual  situations. 

Nothing  having  occured  so  far,  on  December  19,  1942,  Dr,  Henri  Aboulker,  Chevalier 
of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  Croix  de  Guerre,  wounded,  having  unanimously  been  author¬ 
ized  to  do  so  by  the  French  citizens  of  Jewish  faith  of  Algiers,  requested  once 
more  the  complete  abrogation  of  the  decrees  enacted  against  them  since  the  Ar¬ 
mistice  of  1942, 


On  December  18,  1942,  Admiral  Darlan  had  a  statement  published  in  the  local  press, 
promising  the  ’’suspension”  of  all  racial  laws  inspired  by  the  Germans;  the  Jewish 
Committee  on  Social  Studies  of  Algeria, which  had  been  organized  in  the  meantime, 
again  requested  from  the  public  authorities,  the  abrogation  without  restrictions 
or  reservations,  of  anti-Jewish  legislation  in  force  against  the  Jews  of  Algeria, 

The  day  following  the  assassination  of  Admiral  Darlan,  the  Chief  Rabbi  of  Algiers 
wrote  to  General  Giraud  to  protest: 

a)  that  since  November  8,  no  measure  had  been  put  into  effect  to 
abrogate  effectively  the  laws  inspired  by  Hitler, 

b)  because  the  situation  was  aggravated  by  the  military  laws,  Jews, 


being  mobilized  in  separate  groups  as  workers, 

c)  against  the  arrest  of  particularly  distinguished  personalities  of  the 
Algerian  Community, 

II,  In  nre-war  France,  the  only  publication  which  professed  anti-Semitism  was 
the  "Action  Francaise" ,  and  its  editor,  Charles  Maurras,  never  concealed  his  hos¬ 
tility  toward  the  Jews. 

Eventually,  he  established  at  Casablanca  a  weekly  journal  entitled  "Voix  de 
France",  which  had  the  impudence  to  publish  the  following  on  November  21,  1942, 
written  by  his  accredited  collaborator,  Pierre  Boutanct 

"Loyal  to  his  thought  and  to  his  method  as  demonstrated  by  affectionate  proof 
on  various  occasions  of  his  confidence  which  he  was  good  enough  to  give  us  re¬ 
cently,  all  we  need  to  do  is  to  continue  the  work  of  constant  nationalism  and 
of  the  discixiles  of  Charles  Maurras,  which  we  have  carried  on  until  now," 

This  declaration  of  obedience  to  Charles  Maxirras  is  the  more  brazen,  since  it  is 
known  that  the  latter  rallied  to  the  policy  of  Montoire  and  favored  collabora¬ 
tion  with  Germany, 

The  Algerian  Jews  point  out  that  this  sar.ie  Pierre  Boutanc  has  been  summoned  to 
the  High-Commission  at  Algiers  where  the  post  of  Chief  of  the  Services  of  the 
Interior  has  been  entrusted  to  him, 

III.  We  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  v/as  on  November  11,  1942,  that  Amer¬ 
ican  troops,  after  three  days  of  hostilities,  made  their  entrance  into  the  prin¬ 
cipal  coastal  cities  of  Morocco  and  Algeria, 

Prior  to  their  arrival  an  anti-Semitic  campaign,  bordering  on  a  veritable  call 
to  pillage  and  murder,  had  been  staged  by  such  official  or  semi-official  organ¬ 
izations  as  La  Legion  Francaise  de  Corabattants, 

The  spokesmen  and  organizers  of  this  anti-Semitic  campaign,  hampered  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  their  plans  by  the  arrival  of  the  American  troops,  were  not  reconciled 
to  the  collapse  of  their  criminal  schemes  and  even  while  the  Americans  marched 
through  the  main  streets,  skirmishes  were  being  fomented,  the  Jewish  quarter  was 
overrun;  children,  women  and  old  people  were  assaulted  and  stripped  of  their  be¬ 
longings  and  several  synagogues  were  stoned  and  desecrated*  . 

Immediately,  the  anti-Semitic  leaders  formulated  a  series  of  slogans,  designed 
to  arouse  the  population  against  the  Jews  and  hero  are  the  most  prevalent  ones: 

The  Americans  have  come  to  avenge  the  Jews, 

The  American  President  is  a  Jew,  (An  accusation  of  German  origin, 
used  by  Hitler  agitators,  to  the  effect  that  Roosevelt,  in  fact, 

is  Rosenfeld, ) 

The  American  trucks  and  vehicles  arc  marked  with  the  yellow  star 
which,  in  France,  the  Jews  are  forced  to  wear  on  their  chest. 

The  Jews  are  lifting  their  heads  and  they  are  going  to  give  or¬ 
ders  from  now  on. 

Protected  by  the  Americans,  the  Jews  no  longer  recognize  the 
authority  of  the  pachas  or  of  the  Sultan, 

Posters  appeared  again:  "This  is  still  a  Jewish  war". 

Because  the  Jews  had  wildly  manifested  their  joy  upon  the  arrival  of  the  American 
troops,  the  anti-Semitic  agitators,  toward  the  middle  of  November,  took  their  re- 
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venge  upon  thorn  through  boa-tings,  slashings,  pillage,  destruction  of  property.  In 
some  cities,  the  agitators  were  helped  by  the  Administration  which  made  sporadic 
arrests  'and  inflicted  severe  penalties  upon  the  Jewish  population. 

Certain  functionaries,  in  spite  of  the  arrival  of  the  Anerican  troops',  continued 
to  give  free  reign  to  their  anti-Semitic  feelings  and  succeeded,  even  during  Amer¬ 
ican  occupation,  singularly  enough,  in  mistreating  certain  parts  of  the  population, 
namely  Jews,  for  the  officially  expressed  reason  that  they  had  acclaimed  the  Amer¬ 
icans, 

Here  are  the  proofs  substantiating  the  above: 

(1)  At  Rabat,  an  American  asked  Ben  Guira  for  a  match.  He  was  arrested 
by  the  police  and  taken  to  prison;  he  was  released  three  days  later, 
his  father  being  a  Brazilian, 

(2)  A  waiter  in  a  cafe  had  made  friends  with  American  soldiers  and  they 
asked  him  to  go  for  a  walk  with  them  to  show  them  the  city,  "''^hen 
he  returned,  he  was  arrested  by  a  policeman,  just  as  he  stepped  out 
of  a  car,  and  v/as  taken  to  the  police  station.  The  next  day,  the 
tribunal  of  the  pacha  sentenced  him  to  three  months  imprisonment, 

(3)  At  Ben  Ahmed,  a  small  locality,  a  few  American  soldiers  were  passing 
through.  Some  Jewish  schoolboys  stopped  to  look  at  them  and  Jewish 
women,  too,  greeted  the  American  soldiers,  Tlic  civil  controller,  chief 
of  the  district  of  Ben  Ahmed,  Mr,  Costaud,  whose  anti-Semitism  is  no¬ 
torious  and  who  has  always  discriminated  against  the  .Jews,  even  to  the 
extent  of  depriving  them  of  the  rations  they  were  entitled  to,  summon¬ 
ed  the  director  of  the  Jewish  school  there,  to  appear  before  him  and  told 
him  that  the  Jewish  women  had  indulged  in  reprehensible  demonstrations, 
going  as  far  as  to  kiss  the  feet  of  the  American  soldiers.  He  immediate¬ 
ly  summoned  all  the  Jewish  notables,  in  the  presence  of  the  Caid,  and 
notified  them  that  he  v/ould  not  tolerate  any  demonstrations  toward  the 
Americans  by  the  Jewish  population.  As  a  result,  when  American  soldiers 
visit  Ben  Ahmed  from  time  to  time,  the  Jews,  being  frightened,  flee  the 
Americans,  and  even  shut  themselves  up  in  their  homes,  to  the  great 
astonishment  of  the  American  soldiers. 

(4)  At  Beni  Mellal:  the  Community  of  Beni  Mellal  is  an  example  of  a  con>- 
munity  handed  over  to  a  civil  controller,  Mr.  E,  and  his  assistant, 

Capt ,  T. ,  who  even  in  the  presence  of  the  American  troops,  mistreat 
their  Jewish  subjects.  The  hostile  regulations  against  the  Jews  sub¬ 
ject  them  to  a  regime  of  oppression  and  terror.  Needless  to  say,  that 
in  the  distribution  of  food  brought  by  the  Americans,  the  Jewish  pop¬ 
ulation  is  being  defrauded  by  these  officials, 

xY,  The  North  African  territories,  like  the  metropolis,  had  been  provided  with 
anti-Jewish  legislation.  But  several  times  the  Algerian  and  Moroccan  administra¬ 
tion,  of  its  own  accord,  has  elaborated  the  meaning  of  the  text  of  this  legisla¬ 
tion  to  such  an  extent  that  the  legislator  himself  never  envisaged,  and  following 
are  some  examples: 

1)  Jewish  charwomen  employed  in  nursery  schools  were  thrown  out  of  their 
modest  jobs,  on  the  pretext  that  they  belonged  to  the  teaching  staff, 
a  field  which  is  absolutely  forbidden  to  Jews, 

2)  Jews  selling  newspapers  are  forbidden  to  work,  on  the  pretext  that  all 
professions  dealing  with  the  press  are  absolutely  forbidden  to  Jews, 
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S)  Jews  selling  lottery  tickets  also  are  forbidden  to  work,  on  the 
pretext  that  all  the  professions  concerning  banking  are  absolute¬ 
ly  forbideen  to  Jews,  (  We  call  attention,  however,  to  the  fact 
that  this  prohibition  was  not  applied). 

4)  A  Jewish  veteran,  decorated  at  Verdun,  lost  the  right  to  drive 
donkeys  and  small  carts  in  the  public  squares,  on  the  pretext 
that  this  is  a  matter  of  public  concessions, 

5)  The  Jewish  students  of  the  Beaux-Arts  are  ejected  without  any  law 
permitting  it. 

6)  The  same  holds  true  of  Jewish  students  at  the  Institute  of  Agri¬ 
culture  of  Maison  Carree,  an  establishment  which  is  wrongly  listed 
among  schools  of  higher  education. 

7)  Clerks  of  the  tribunals  and  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  are  dismissed 
on  the  pretext  that  their  jobs  are  to  be  compared  with  those  of  the 
magistrates. 

8)  In  the  same  fashion,  Jewish  students  who  are  interns  at  the  hospitals, 
are  arbitrarily  compared  with  employees  and  are  dismissed  for  this 
reason, 

9)  Without  any  law  to  that  effect,  the  Administration  drove  the  Jewish 
children  out  of  the  public  schools;  when  finally  a  NumeruB  -GUausus 

of  was  applied,  it  was  done  in  the  most  detrimental  way  by  forbid¬ 
ding  children,  who  have  not  been  able  to  get  into  some  classes  be¬ 
cause  of  the  quota,  from  entering  other  classes  where  the  Numeruo 
Clausus  has  not  been  reached  as  yet,  Jewish  little  girls  are  for¬ 
bidden  access  to  the  6th  grade,  and  it  is  only  Jewish  children  who  are 
forbidden  to  remain  two  terms  in  the  same  grade, 

10)  The  Prefect  of  Algiers,  through  a  decree  regulating  the  distribution 
of  milk,  proclaims  the  following  categories  of  priority;  Europeans,  . 
natives,  foreigners,  and  finally,  Jews,  on  the  pretext  that  the  great¬ 
est  part  of  the  daily  business  was  monopolized  by  the  Jews, 

Tlie  results  of  such  measures  have  greatly  increased  the  misery  of 
the  Jews  of  Algiers,  hundreds  of  officials  of  all  ranks  have  been 
dismissed;  a  great  many  in  the  free  professions  found  themselves 
without  work  or  means  of  subsistance,  Jewish  students  no  longer  able 
to  continue  their  studies,  were  doomed  to  enforced  idleness  as  no 
work  of  any  kind  was  legally  permitted  them, 

V,  The  military  situation  of  Jewish  citizens  in  Algeria. 

On  the  strength  of  the  law  of  June  2nd,  1941,  bearing  on  the  status  of  the  Jews, 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  were  excluded  from  the  regular  army.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  months  of  November  and  December  1942,  mobilization  of  Frenchmen  was  order¬ 
ed  in  Algeria  and  Morocco,  but  ^'by  order  of  the  High  Commissioner  of  Africa,  Jews 
will  be  recalled  under  the  same  conditions  as  Frenchmen,  but  v;ill  constitute 
groups  of  workers. ‘‘ 

On  December  30th,  1942,  a  note,  No.582-MGP*CAB  was  sent  to  these  unite  by  the 
General  Staff  of  General  Priou,  Major  General,  a  suiiim.ary  of  which  follov^sJ 

^ By  order  of  Admiral  Darlan,  High  Commissioner  in  Africa,  and  following 
consultations  with  the  Imperial  Council: 


/ 

“ 


✓ 


1-  For  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  in  active  service  who  were 
dropped  from  the  ranks  "because  of  the  racial  laws,  reintegration  if 
fulfilling  the  following  conditions: 

a) Citation 

■b)Favora'ble  recommendation  hy  a  recognized  authority  * 

2-  For  reserve  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,  it  is  obligatory 
upon  their  return  to  sign  a  statement  that  they  do  not,  or  no  longer 
will,  belong  to  a  secret  organization.  In  the  event  of  refusal,  loss 
of  rank  and  mobilization  as  a  simple  soldier .classified  according  to 
his  age, 

3-  Reserve  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  whose  names  were  publish¬ 
ed  officially  as  holding  office  in  a  Lodge,  These  cases  will  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  a  special  commission  created  for  this  pui’pose  by  the  office  of 
the  High  Commissioner  of  Africa, 

4-  For  Jews,  mobilization  into  camps  for  workers  or  pioneers.  They  may  ask 
to  be  transferred  to  a  combatant  unit,  except  in  the  Public  Services 
(Health  Services  may  accept  Jews  to  the  extent  of  3^,  non-classif ied) , 

5-  Requests  by  Jews  who  desire  to  be  transferred  to  combatant  units  will  be 
submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  Commanding  Generals  of  Algeria,  Morocco, 
A.O.F, 

6-  Decision  applicable  to  Air  Force; 

The  result  of  this  is  that  Jewish  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and 
reserve  troops  wero  to  be  called,  either  into  special  pioneer  units  or  in  workers* 
camps,  '.Thus,  it  is  possible  that  on  the  day  following  November  6th,  when  American, 
troops  landed,  Jewish  soldiers  were  mobilized  into  separate  units  as  workers  and 
that  in  liberated  North  Africa  at  the  time  when  Frenchmen  were  called  to  fight 
Germany,  Jews  were  herded  into  camps,  as  in  the  land  of  Hitler,  If  those  who  in¬ 
troduced  and  applied  such  measures  thought  it  possible  to  justify  them  on  the  pre¬ 
text  of  the  anti-Semitism  of  the  native  population,  the  originators  of  such  meas¬ 
ures  betrayed  themselves  through  the  text  of  a  note  of  Jantiary  20th,  1943,  It  is 
not  possible  any  longer  to  obliterate  the  confession  it  contains.  Here  is  actual¬ 
ly  what  an  official  note,  dated  January  30th,  1943,  subsequent  to  the  note  of  Dec, 
30th  already  mentioned,  and  bearing  the  No.  40C-MGI-Ci'iB,  signed  by  General  Priou 
and  by  General  Louchet  and  also  by  Genera.1  Lacrou  of  the  Army  Corps,  states: 

'•The  Jewish  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  reserve  troops  will  be  normal¬ 
ly  moved  to  separate  uni^s  of  pioneers.  This  measure  appeared  to  be  necessary  in 
order  to  prevent  the  Jewish  population  as  a  whole  from  acquiring  the  status  of 
veteran,  and  in  order  to  leave  the  future  open  on  the  question  of  what  status 
should  be  given  them  after  the  war.'’ 

This  constitutes  a  formal  recognition  that  the  measures  resorted  to  by  the  Algeri¬ 
an  authorities  have  nothing  to  do  with  local  considerations,  nor  with  the  greater 
considerations  dictated  by  the  question  of  security  of  American  troops  and  the  ap¬ 
peasement  of  the  Arab  population,  but  that  their  purpose  is  to  prepare  for  the 
future  the  kind  of  status  which  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  entire  Jewish  popula¬ 
tion  after  the  war. 

No  matter  what  General  Giraud  might  have  said  prior  to  Jah.30,1943,  whether  because 
of  American  pressure  or  because  it  was  dictated  by  spontaneous  public  demonstra¬ 
tions,  it  will  none  the  less  be  firmly  established  that  his  real  intentions  are 
those  of  a  loyal  disciple  of  Charles  Maurras.  It  is  to  face  metropolitan  France 
with  the  Jewish  question,  the  solution  of  which,  according  to  him,  cannot  be  a  fav¬ 
orable  one  to  the  Jews  on  the  strength  of  their  merits  and  quality  as  soldiers 
which  they  might  invoke  to  their  advantage. 
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NOTS%  CONCmNIlTG  THE  MOROCCO  JM5 

S*  WoLcowicz 


Origin 

It  is  eeemingly  necessary  to  lay  stress  on  the  origin  of  the  Moroccan  Jews 

The  Moroccan  Jew  is  a  mixt\ire  of  Semite  and  Berber.  He  has  lived  in 
Morocco  from  time  immemorial.  Cemeteries  dating  from  before  the  Roman 
epoch  have  been  found.  The  great  mass  of  converted  Berbers  was  joined 
with  the  immigrants  coming  from  Palestine.  At  the  time  of  the  Arab  in- 
vasionp  very  powerful  Jewish  Berber  tribes  battled  the  invader  for  several 
centuries.  Finally  beaten,  they  nevertheless  survived  in  the  mountains 
where  they  can  be  found  even  today. 

The  racial  type  of  the  Moroccan  Jew  differs  completely,  not  only  from 
the  European  Jew  who  was  exposed  for  so  long  to  the  Slav  influence,  but 
also  from  the  Mediterranean  type.  In  regard  to  this,  a  line  must  be 
drawn  between  the  coast,  where  the  Spanish  Jews  were  stranded  after  1492, 
and  the  interior  of  the  country  which  is  pure  Berber.  P5?om  the  linguistic 
standpoint  Arabic  is  still  spoken  today  on  the  coast  and  in  the  big  cities 
while  Berber  is  heard  in  the  interior.  .  Relations  between  the  two  classes 
of  Jewsj  those  living  on  the  coast  and  those  in  the  interior,  who  are 
deprecatively  called  ’’Chleus”  (Berbers),  are  relatively  cold.  Marriages 
between  the  two  groups  are  rare.  Spanish  Jewish  influence  has  been  weak 
in  Morocco.  The  Spanish  refugees  abandoned  Spanish  for  Arabic;  however, 
some  Spanish  words  have  remained  in  the  Jude o-Ar able  jargon. 

The  history  of  the  Moroccan  Jews  has  rarely  been  a  happy  one.  All  the 
historical  records  previous  to  1830  mention  only  persecutions,  famines 
and  epidemics.  It  is  true  thatp  occasionally,  some  Jews,  particularly 
those  of  Spanish  origin,  occupied  high  posts  at  the  Imperial  Court. 

Among  these  are  the  names  Cabessas,  Sasportas,  etc.,  and  their  descen<-> 
dants  still  live  in  Morocco.  But  the  mass  of  the  population  grovelled 
in  ignorance  and  misery.  After  1830  the  situation  turned  e/en  darker. 
Because  of  the  support  that  the  Algerian  Jews  gave  the  French,  the 
Moroccan  Jews  came  under  the  grave  suspicion  of  the  Cherifian  author¬ 
ities.  Although,  on  the  coast,  the  rich  merchants  succeeded  in  putting 
themselves  under  the  protection  of  some  consular  agent  often  by  acquir¬ 
ing  British,  Italian  or  other  citizenship,  conditions  in  the  interior 
became  impossible.*  The  country  existed  in  a  kind  of  perpetual  revolu¬ 
tion.  It  was  a  common  occurrence  for  the  Jew,  after  years  of  labor,  to  b 
see  his  fortune  confiscated  by  the  Pasha  or  the  Caid.  Sometimes  his 
daughters  were  sent  to  harems.  Be  Foucauld  reported  the  humiliations 
he  was  forced  to  undergo  in  Morocco  while  travelling  there  disguised 
as  a  Jew.  The  Jew  was  obliged  to  walk  barefooted  in  the  Arab  medinas 
and  he  had  to  wear  the  black  djelabba.  An  English  traveller  reported 
in  1889?  ”In  Morocco,  everyone  hates  the  Jew,  even  the  Negro.’’ 

Morocco's  history  throughout  the  19th  century  is  a  long  account  of 
persecution,  atrocities,  and  diplomatic  interventions  on  the  part  of 
the  European  powers. 

It  is  comprehensible  that  this  situation  has  not  been  without  effect  cn 
the  moral  and  material  condition  cf  the  Moroccan  Jew.  A  report  of  the 
Jewish  Alliance  as  late  as  1918  describes  the  Moroccan  mellahs  as  cess- 
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pools.  Needless  to  say,  the  situation  changed  completely  with  the  French  occupa¬ 
tion.  The  Jewish  Alliance  was  organized  in  Morocco  in  1880,  first  in  the  coastal 
cities,  then  in  the  interior.  The  civilizing  task  was  "begun;  its  dimensions  are 
demonstrated  "by  the  fact  that  the  task  is  far  from  completed  in  1943, 

The  long  period  of  persecution  finally  ended  with  the  debarkation  of  French 
troops.  From  1912  on,  the  country  has  been  progressively  filled.  Tremendous 
strides  have  been  made,  both  from  the  general  and  Jewish  point  of  view:  education 
and  prosperity  have  spread. 

The  Moroccan  Jews  have  given  appreciable  support  to  the  French  occupation  troops. 
Between  1912  and  1939  the  country  was  opened  to  European  civilization.  But  along 
with  her  manufactured  products,  culture,  civilization  and  excess  population, 

Europe  exported  scientific  anti-Semitism,  very  different  from  the  rather  naive 
variety  of  the  Moroccan  native.  It  is  curious  that  the  first  colonists,  the  “Old 
Moroccans'*,  were  not  fundamentally  anti-Semitic,  perhaps  because  they  were  very 
often  helped  by  the  Jews.  It  is  really  the  second  wave  of  immigration,  that  came 
after  the  first  World  V/ar,  which  brought  European  anti-Semitism  with  it.  The  rea¬ 
sons  for  this  will  be  discussed  later.  This  anti-Semitism  antedates  Blum,  since 
reports  from  Casablanca  in  1930  describe  its  vitality. 

The  European  colony  in  Morocco  was  far  from  being  select.  “Colonies  are  not  made 
with  the  'pure  in  heart"',  according  to  Liautey.  Those  v/ho  came  from  France  were 
the  scum  of  the  country  (except,  of  course,  the  officers  of  the  French  army), 
among  them  were  adventurers,  ne'er-do-well  sons  and  those  banished  from- metropol¬ 
itan  France,  All  hoped  to  find  their  Eldorado,  The  other  stream  of  immigration 
flowed  from  Algiers,  The  Algerian  French,  a  mixture  of  Italian,  Spaniards  and 
French,  \7ere  already  anti-Semitic  for  specifically  Algerian  reasons.  Intolerant, 
vain,  and  very  proud  of  being  European,  they  could  not  but  hate  the  Moroccan  Jew 
who  had  only  just  left  the  Middle  Ages,  It  was  first  commiseration,  but  it  quick¬ 
ly  turned  to  wrath  when  he  realized  that  the  Moroccan  Jew  was  easily  his  superior 
in  business  shrewdness.  Then,  there  was  no  Jew  of  the  mellah.  The  Jew  of  the 
coast,  who  spoke  English,  was  sometimes  educated  in  London,  had  family  or  business 
relations  in  England,  was  free  from  the  oppression  of  the  cherif,  had  means  at  his 
disposal  of  which  the  Algerian  Frenchman  didn't  even  dream.  Because  he  was  firii>- 
ly  established,  knew  the  country  and  native  mentality  better,  and  was  often  more 
artful,  he  almost  always  defeated  the  European  or  Algerian  adventurer.  Both  sides 
were  unscrupulous  and  the  general  rule  was  “catch  as  catch  can," 

The  European  immigrant  was  obliged  to  establish  himself  in  ill-paid  administrative 
positions.  Later,  thanks  to  governmental  support  and  subsidy,  he  sometimes  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  founding  industries  and  farms.  But  where  profit,  in  relation  to  effort 
is  the  easiest — in  commerce,  he  met  the  Jew  at  each  step.  His  original  animosity 
was  thus  quickly  transformed  into  hatred  which,  in  turn,  gave  way  to  an  acute, 
violent,  political  anti-Semitism,  particularly  among  professional  politicians 
since  the  Blum  experiment. 

This  was  the  situation  in  1939,  on  the  eve  of  the  war. 

Among  the  other  advantages  that  the  Moroccan  Jews  had  over  their  French  neighbors 
was  their  political  status.  From  the  legal  standpoint,  they  were  subject  to  che¬ 
rif  ian  jurisdiction,  i.e,  to  that  of  the  Pacha  or  the  Caid,  V^hat  was  seemingly  a 
handicap  was  in  reality  an  advantage.  If  the  poor  Jew  in  the  mellah  suffered  most 
often  from  Moslem  justice,  the  rich  Jew  was  frequently  accorded  the  verdict  against 
the  poor  Moslem.  Differences  between  Jews  were  settled  by  the  rabbinical  courts. 
Even  today  the  Moroccan  Jews  have  the  tremendous  advantage  of  being  able  to 
settle  their  civil  differences  betv;een  themselves,  following  the  spirit  of  the 
law  peculiar  to  themselves  and  to  the  exclusion  of  any  hostile  admixture. 
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In  the  second  place,  the  'oroccan  Jew  was  not  subject  to  military  service  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  agreement  betv/een  the  Sultan  and  France.  This,  of  course, 
brought  forth  the  animosity  of  those  who  were  mobilised  in  1939. 

After  the  defeat,  a  new  element  was  added  to  the  population  :  the  refugees*  They 
can  be  put  into  three  categories  : 

a)  the  Jews 

b)  the  foreigners 

c)  the  French. 


The  J ewish  Ke fusees. 


The  Jewish  refugees  were  relatively  few  in  number.  They  came  for  the  most  part 
from  Belgium,  via  France  (  by  French  boat  from  Bcyonne  or  Spain  ).  Upon  debar¬ 
kation  they  were  put  in  a  kind  of  concentration  camp  — «■  the  reception  center  of 
Ain  Chock  near  Casablanca*  Then  a  refueee  committee  was  formed,  ^ihis  committee 
undertook  the  resj.)onsibility  of  assiuing  the  subsistence  of  these  poor  refugees. 
The  French  authorities  gave  those  with  means  permission  to  live  in  town.  Those 
’’without  resources”  were  put  up  in  the  schools  of  the  Alliance.  An  agreement 
followed  between  the  French  authorities  and  the  Hefugee  Committee,  which  was  in 
charge  of  the  non-Jewish  refugees  and  therefore  received  a  big  government  subsi¬ 
dy*  According  to  the  opinion  of  most  of  the  refugees,  the  Committee's  actions 
left  much  to  be  desired*  But  this  is  the  traditional  reaction  of  refugees  who  are 
dependent  on  a  committee.  However,  it  is  uixdeniable  that  the  Casablanca  committee 
made  a  number  of  inportant  mistakes  and  errors  in  judgment. 

Hn  October,  the  French  government  decided,  according  to  some  at  the  instigation 
of  the  German  Armistice  Commission,  to  rid  Casablanca  of  the  refugees.  Those  who 
had  money  were  sent  to  ?v^ogador,  Safi  and  Marrakech;  those  v;ho  had  none  were 
first  sent  to  district  camps,  then  to  such  concentration  camps  as  Bou-Arfa, 
Berguent,  etc. 

The  sinister  account  of  these  Moroccan  camps  is  well  known  in  America.  Although 
situated  in  a  healthy  region,  the  camps  were  denuded  of  all  comfort  —  beds  were 
mats  of  earth,  this  in  a  region  where  there  are  enormous  differences  in  tempera¬ 
ture  between  day  and  night;  the  food  was  insufficient;  and  the  discipline  more 
severe  than  in  the  camps  of  the  Foreign  Legion,  which  is  no  small  item.  The  camps 
were  headed  by  officers  ?/ho  had  become  savage  after  many  years  of  living  in  the 
Moroccan  Sled.  Punishments  were  frequent  and  left  nothing  to  be  desired  if  com¬ 
pared  witn  those  given  in  German  camps.  The  following  information  comes  from 
"specialists”  in  concentration  camps  (  there  are  many,  alas)  who  were  initiated 
in  Dachau,  escaped  to  France,  joined  up  with  the  Foreign  Legion  for  the  duration 
of  the  war,  were  demobilized  in  Morocco  and  were  finally  sent  to  the  labor  camps. 

A  model  punishment  was  the  "tomb”,  which  consisted  in  placing  the  victim  in  a 
kind  of  tomb  dug  by  himself.  He  had  to  stay  there  several  days,  eating  there  and 
satisfying  his  natural  needs.  He  was  forced  to  stay  in  a  horizontal  position, 
and  this  was  enforced  by  stationing  an  armed  Moroccan  or  Senegalese  sentry  on  the 
rim  of  the  ’’tomb”.  The  punished  remained  thus  for  several  days,  under  the  brilliant 
daytime  sun  and  the  freezing  nights.  Haturally  some  died,  although  the  figures 
quoted  by  ”La  Voix  d'Araerique”  from  an  article  in  "Life”  (  a  few  thousand  dead) 
are  exaggerated. 

Another  punishment  very  much  in  favor  was  "the  lion’s  cage”,  which  consisted  in 
putting  the  delinquent  in  a  ditch  where  he  had  to  remain  for  several  days.  It  was 
so  barbarous  and  incredible,  that,  v/hen  the  foregoing  was  told  to  American  offi¬ 
cers  in  November  1942,  they  didn't  want  to  believe  it  and  spoke  of  "atrocity  pro- 
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paganda” ,  The  French  officers  in  charge  of  these  camps  were  the  refuse  of  the 
Army  and  among  them,  Maj.  Janssens  became  notorious. 

At  this  moment  the  situation  in  the  camps  is  satisfactory.  Q,uite  a  number  of  the 
prisoners  were  released  —  some  have  joined  the  "Corps  Franc  d’Afrique";  others 
are  working  under  American  control  in  the  port  of  Casablanca;  still  others  have 
found  positions  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  Those  who  have  remained  in  the 
camps  are  well  fed  and  are  not  overworked.  Some  of  them  serve  as  supervisors  in 
the  coal  mines  at  Djerida,  or  at  dam  construction,  etc. 


To  return  to  the  classification  of  the  refugees  ;  the  criterion  was  the  possession 
of  10,000  francs  or  lodging  with  a  provincial  Moroccan  family.  The  French  were 
very  generous  in  the  sense  that  it  was  sufficient  to  show  the  s\im  of  10,000  francs 
to  be  released  from  the  camp.  Very  often  the  same  10,000  francs  were  used  by  the 
more  resourceful  ones  in  order  to  escape  from  the  camp.  It  was  very  rare  for  the 
lodging  to  be  given. 

The  refugees  with  money  who  were  sent  to  forced  residence  in  Mogador,  Safi  and 
i'^arrakech  almost  always  managed  to  get  along,  either  by  giving  lessons  or  by 
peddling.  Among  them  were  the  people  v/ho  had  succeeded  in  passing  the  District 
Commission  by  showing  borrowed  money.  Upon  arrival  in  the  city  of  forced  residence, 
they  succeeded  in  getting  a  monthly  allotment  from  the  Jewish  community  which, 
joined  to  their  small  earnings,  allowed  them  to  sui’vive.  The  allotment  had  to  be 
discontinued  after  a  few  months  since  the  communities  were  not  rich  enough;  for¬ 
tunately  at  this  moment,  the  Joint  of  Lisbon  gave  the  Casablanca  Committee  suffi¬ 
cient  funds  to  assure  a  minimum  monthly  allotment  to  those  refugees  without  re¬ 
sources. 

The  forced  residences  of  Mogador  and  Safi  exist  today  while  that  of  Marrakech 
has  been  disbanded  by  the  French  authorities  following  a  conflict  among  the  re¬ 
fugees  themselves.  The  refugees  in  Mogador  and  Safi  were  of  Polish  origin  (Bel¬ 
gian  transit)  •  Ihe  French  authorities  in  the  places  of  residence  were  very  de¬ 
cent  not  to  say  friendly.  They  closed  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  refugees 
gave  lessons  and  worked,  which  was  strictly  forbidden  by  law.  However,  these 
same  bureaucrats  were  officially  and  politically  anti-Semitic.  But  in  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  law  they  understood  our  special  situation  and  acted  with  a  great 
deal  of  humanity.  It  is  curious  that,  while  they  tried  to  lighten  our  burden 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  afterwards  they  began  to  bedevil  the  re¬ 
fugees,  perhaps  out  of  spite. 


b«  The  foreign  refugees. 

The  foreign  refugees  were,  for  the  most  part,  Spanish  republicans.  They  were 
put  in  the  camps  in  1940  and  their  fate  was  worse  than  that  of  the  interned  Jews. 
As  Marxists  they  were  treated  with  the  utmost  severity  and  there  were  many  re¬ 
volts  in  the  camps. 


c.  The  French  refugees. 

The  French  refugees  came  principally  from  the  departments  of  the  North  and  from 
Alsace-Lorraine.  They  were  a  democratic  element  who  only  submitted  to  the  New 
Order  by  necessity  and  were  not  at  all  anti-Semitic.  The  same  holds  true  today. 
They  rarely  mix  with  the  hybrid  French  element  in  Morocco.  By  a  special  irony 
they  replaced  the  Jews  in  the  administrative  positions.  A  great  many  became 
employees  in  the  organizations. 
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The  anti-Jewish  laws  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  events  of  1940.  The  first  was 
the  suppression  of  the  Cremieux  decree.  This  measure  affected  the  Algerian 
Jews  who  were  few  in  Morocco.  Then  came  the  anti-Jewish  laws  after  a  consider¬ 
able  delay  and  often  in  a  somewhat  milder  form.  It  seems  this  was  due  to  the 
influence  of  the  Sultan  and  especially  of  the  Pacha  of  Marrakech,  El  Glaoui. 
First  the  Jews  were  forced  out  of  the  civil  service.  Then  certain  professions, 
such  as  law,  medicine,  dentistry,  etc.  were  either  entirely  closed  to  them  or 
a  quota  instituted.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  medical  profession  was  affect¬ 
ed  when  typhoid,  thejpaet  and  cholera  raged  in  Morocco.  Let  us  say  in  passing 
that  from  the  health  point  of  view,  in  spite  of  the  vast  progress  made  since 
1912,  Morocco  still  remains  one  of  the  homes  of  very  dangerous  illnesses. 

The  French  schools  accepted  no  Jewish  pupils.  Application  of  this  varied  from 
city  to  city,  ./hile  the  percentage  in  Casablanca  was  applied  in  1941  and  a 
great  number  of  Jewish  children  were  sent  away,  in  other  cities  and  notably 
in  Mogador  strict  application  only  took  place  a  few  weeks  before  the  Americans 
landed. 

I  won’t  dwell  on  the  anti-Jewish  laws  themselves,  but  rather  on  their  effects. 
Although  a  series  of  employments,  professions  and  businesses  were  closed  to 
the  Moroccan  Jews,  the  Jews  profited  economically  rather  than  suffered  by  the 
anti-Jewish  laws.  The  post-armistice  period  was  a  time  of  unhoped  for  boom  for 
Morocco.  Since  it  was  a  producer  of  raw  materials,  it  had  no  industry.  Anything 
manufactured  could  be  sold.  Soap  was  made  from  grease,  wax,  glue,  native 
materials,  anything  at  all.  Fisheries  were  founded  and  their  products  travelled 
very  far.  In  a  broadcast  from  Moscow,  I  heard  that  Moroccan  sardine  cans 
(Fedala  Maroc)  were  found  on  the  Russian  front. 

The  Jews  dismissed  from  the  administration,  the  liberal  professions,  the  banks 
and  some  of  the  businesses  managed  to  create  new  jobs  for  themselves.  One  bank 
employee  founded  a  glue  factory,  another  helped  found  a  fishery.  Others  be¬ 
came  watchmakers,  wax  or  soap  manufacturers.  At  the  present  time,  and  except 
for  the  liberal  professions,  very  few  plan  to  take  up  their  old  occupations. 

They  prefer  a  thousand  times  over  their  new  independent,  mor,e  lucrative  occu¬ 
pations. 

In  any  case,  the  law  was  not  very  often  applied  very  rigorously.  In  one  city 
the  Jewish  liquor  shops  were  not  closed  as  though  by  accident.  Brokerage  firms 
often  continued  their  activities  under  the  Italian  or  Portuguese  label  of  a 
member  of  the  family.  Elsewhere  an  administrator  of  a  Jewish  business  closed 
his  eyes  and  never  cooperated  with  the  proprietor.  The  persecution  never 
attained  the  Algerian  level. 

D\iring  centuries  of  Moslem  persecution,  the  Jews  had  to  submit  to  other  mor¬ 
tifications  than  the  passing  trivial  Vichy  storm.  However,  they  have  survived. 

If  we  compare  France's  civilising  activities  since  1912  with  the  behavior  of  the 
Vichy  regime,  we  affirm  that  the  credit  far  outweighs  the  debit. 

Economic  groupings  were  created  for  Morocco  in  the  framework  of  the  corporative 
state  planned  for  metropolitan  France  and  the  colonies.  Each  profession  oridcind 
of  business  had  its  own  grouping.  Certain  professions  like  the  cinema,  jour¬ 
nalism,  etc.,  where  all  non-Aryans  were  excluded  according  to  the  anti-Jewish 
laws,  were  rigorously  closed  to  Jews,  Others  such  as  exporting,  chemical  pro¬ 
ducts,  etc.,  included  Jews  in  their  midst.  The  groupings  were  ruled  according 
to  the  corporative  principle  of  appointment,  rather  than  election;  becauseoof 
this,  the  president  and  the  board  of  directors  were  always  pro-Vichy.  The  em¬ 
ployees  and  general-secretaries  were  at  least  superficially  pro-government. 
Everyone  earned  enough  to  live  luxuriously  for  work  that  was,  for  the  most  part. 
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■unproductive.  At  the  present  time,  '('IMarch  20)  ,  these  groupings  still  exist  de¬ 
spite  the  opposition  of  most  businessmen.  The  exigencies  of  war  cannot  be  in¬ 
voked  because  other  countries,  notably  the  Belgian  Congo,  have  continued  to 
work  with  America  on  the  basis  of  regulated  "free  enterprise".  The  Lorth  African 
businessmen  are  demanding  that  they  be  permitted  to  enter  upon  direct  relations 
with  North  America  without  passing  the  administrative  red  tape  of  Algiers. 

Obviously  the  Jewish  members  of  the  groupings  were  treated  as  poor  relations. 
Apart  from  the  distribution  of  the  merchandise,  the  Jews  received  the  lowest 
quality  ,  etc. 

Conditions  remained  much  the  same  after  the  arrival  of  the  American  troups. 

Until  March  14  a  clear  distinction  was  made  between  Aryans  and  non-Aryans,  al¬ 
though  some  concessions  had  been  made.  The  Giraud  speech  evidently  promises  a 
whole  new  series  of  rules  abolishing  completely  the  legislation  following  the 
Armistices  of  1940,  but  we  must  await  developments.  In  any  case  the  question  of 
the  abrogation  of  the  Cremieux  decree  is  still  in  the  balance. 

Conclusions. 


The  North  African  problem  is  very  interesting  in  that  North  Africa  is  the  first  * 
country  to  be  released  from  Nazi  influence.  The  Jewish  problem  in  these  countries 
is  especially  complex  due  to  the  cultural  and  national  level  of  the  Jewish  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  Magreb. 

A  definite  distinction  must  he  made  between  the  Algerian  Jews  and  those  of  Mo¬ 
rocco.  The  former  are  French,  at  least  the  upper  classes,  the  latter  have  barely 
adopted  Occidental  civilisation,  if  one  speaks  of  the  imas^es. 

In  the  Moroccan  and  Algerian  schools,  the  Jewish  children  learn  of  the  exploits 
of  their  Gallic  ancestors  while  almost  completely  ignoring  their  own  cultural 
heritage.  Religion  has  been  reduced  to  a  few  mechanical  practices  (Kosher, no 
smoking  on  Satiurday,  etc.),  lilven  today  in  Morocco  in  the  schools  of  the  Alliance, 
education  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  V/ithout  speaking  of  the  pitif'olly  small  sa¬ 
laries  of  the  teachers  which  do  not  allow  them  to  live  and  make  them  seek  better 
positions,  the  co-urse  of  study  is  faithfully  copied  from  the  French  curriculum. 
The  young  Jew  learns  French  geography  and  history  and  ignores  his  own.  I  have 
spoken  to  young  Moroccan  Jews  of  14  years  of  age,  product  of  the  Alliance.  They 
knew  Charlemagne  and  Richelieu  very  well  but  didn’t  even  know  Maimonides  and 
Herzl  by  name.  One  hour  of  religious  history  is  most  often  jazzed  up.  In  any  case 
it  rarely  goes  further  than  the  destruction  of  the  Temple.  Classes  have  from 
^  to  60  pupils.  The  children  of  the  bourgeoise,  who  speak  French  when  they  enter, 
are  put  in  the  same  class  as  the  children  of  the  mellah,  who  only  know  a  few 
words.  It  is  probably  very  democratic  but  the  results  are  disaastrous,  since  the 
teacher  must  put  himself  at  the  level  of  those  least  advanced. 

The  pupil  of  the  Alliance  learns  first  of  all  to  admire  France  and  the  French. 

His  keenest  desire  is  to  become  French  and  he  blushes  at  the  thought  of  being 
Jewish.  When  a  Christian  urchin  calls  him  "Jew",  he  runs,  crying,  to  the  house. 

He  will  suffer  from  a  very  understandable  inferiority  complex  all  his  life. 

During  the  six  years  of  his  school  life,  he  only  learns  to  admire  a  foreign  culI- 
t'ure.  He  ignores  his  past  and  his  own  national  heritage.  He  believes  himself  to 
be  some  kind  of  a  savage  who  is  raised  to  cult-ore  only  by  the  grace  of  France. 

The  racial  laws  acted  like  an  electric  shock  to  the  young  people  brought  pp  in 
this  way,  above  all  the  Algerians.  They  found  themselves  in  about  the  same  si¬ 
tuation  as  did  the  assimil6tdd  German  Jews  in  1933.  The  analogy  is  obviously 
weak  since  the  economic,  political  and  cultural  conditions  of  both  countries  are 
not  at  all  similar.  But  in  any  case  the  Jewish  youth  of  North  Africa  found 
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itself  cut  adrift  and  can  only  be  saved  by  Zionism. 

Zionism  is  practically  nonexistent.  The  level  of  instruction  is  very  low.  In  a 
little  city  like  Mogador  where  the  majority  of  the  population  is  Jewish,  the 
two  bookstores  only  make  a  living  from  the  French  Christian  population. 

It  is  indisputable  that  the  Morroccan  Jews  have  made  enormous  progress  in  thir¬ 
ty  years.  But  a  lot  remains  to  be  done.  In  order  that  the  material  and  intellec¬ 
tual  condition  of  the  Moroccan  Jews  should  improve,  the  school,  the  weapon  at 
their  disposal  ,  must  also  improve  —  and  this  immediately  and  in  spite  of  the 

war.  A  traveller  coming  to  Casablanca  and  being  received  in  a  rich  Moroccan  fa¬ 

mily  must  not  have  any  illusions.  Of  course,  the  Jewish  upper  class  is 
absblutely  equal tto  the  European  and  American  Jews.  But  the  others  ?  The  prin¬ 
cipal  square  of  Casablanca,  Place  de  France,  is  the  frontier  between  two 
worlds:  on  one  side  the  European  city,  on  the  other  the  old  medina.  The  young 
man  who  lives  in  a  luxurious  apartment  on  the  Boulevard  de  la  Care  replete 
with  modern  conveniences  and  whose  mother  tongue  is  French  seams  to  be  of  an 
entirely  different  race  from  the  Jew  of  the  medina,  bent  in  his  stall  or  medieval 
workshop  which  most  nearly  resemble  a  doghouse.  One  must  visit  Marrakech,  not 
the  Marrakech  of  the  palaces  and  the  gardens  but  the  Marrakech  of  misery.  A 
tour  of  the  Mellah  v/ill  suffice  for  the  realization  of  the  immense  task  that 
remains  to  be  done.  Stores  with  a  capital  of  a  few  hundred  francs;  Jewish 
beggars  in  rags;  the  blind,  always  the  blind.  On  Fridays  one  must  see  the  long 

lines  of  beggars  in  the  search  for  25  centimes.  One  must  pass  the  houses  of  the 

Jewish  quarter  where  several  families  live  together  in  one  house.  Obviously 
there  are  rich  Jews,  happy  Jews,  educated  Jev/s  and  Jews  contented  with  their 
fate.  But  how  many  are  they?  lO^o  perhaps. 

IS  It  known  that,  in  Tamanat,  in  South  Marrakech,  the  pest  exists  in  an  endemic 
state  and  that  every  4  or  5  years  an  epidemic  breaks  out  ?  The  misery  of  the 
Jewish  population  in  such  a  pity  of  the  interior  is  such  that  a  part  of  the  women 
must  give  themselves  to  prostitution.  Is  it  known  that  there  is  a  city  within 
the  city  of  Casablanca,  the  city  of  the  prostitutes,  Bouss  Bir  ?  And  that  in 
this  city  of  debauchery  one  part  contains  an  impressive  number  of  Jewish  prosti¬ 
tutes  ?  Is  it  known  to  what  point  venereal  diseases  are  spread  among  the  Jewish 
population  of  Morocco?  The  French  have  done  a  lot  to  ameliorate  these  condi¬ 
tions.  But  the  Jews,  I  speak  of  the  European  and  American  Jews,  what  have 
they  done  ?  And  there  are  so  many  Jewish  doctors  v;ithout  employment. 

I  have  read  in  a  report  of  the  Jewish  Alliance  of  1913  :  "what  consideration 
can  a  Christian  have  when  he  sees  all  this  mass  of  the  Jewish  population  in 
rags,  without  occupations  and  giving  itself  to  prostitution".  Obviously  many 
things  have  been  accomplished  since  1913,  but  surely  not  enough. 

And  nevertheless  the  country  is  rich.  One  must  simply  want  to  work.  An  enormous 
amount  of  education  is  necessary. 

1):  iK  IK  « 

Future  relations  between  the  Christian  French  population  and  the  Moroccan  Jews 
merits  special  attention.  It  is  not  very  probable  that  scientific  anti-Semitism 
will  disappear  from  Morocco  with  the  resurrection  of  the  Third  Republic. 

North  African  Anti-Semitism  will  continue  and  may  even  become  more  violent 
with  the  probable  development  of  the  turopean  situation  in  a  revolutionary 
direction. 

In  my  opinion,  the  fundamental  error  of  Jewish  policy  in  French  North  Africa 
during  these  last  years  has  been  the  complete  ignorance  of  Nationalist  Arab 
policy.  The  Jews  were  so  confident,  so  Francophile  that  they  imagined  any 
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reversal  of  conditions  impossible. 

To  conclude,  a  liaison  should  be  established  with  the  government  of  the 
Protectorate,  in  order  to  establish  a  professional  educational  program  for 
the  adult  Jewish  population  and  its  integration  into  productive  work,.  This 
is  certainly  possible  at  the  moment  when  the  Creation  of  several  industries 
in  Morocco  is  planned  by  the  Allied  powers. 
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CHEIirStK  Aim  THE  OHGAillZATIOH  OF  ALG3HLA 


Professor  .^dre  Mayer 
(of  the  College  de  Prance) 


It  is  irapossihle  to  "understand  what  the  Cremieux  Decree  actually  is  hy 
isolating  it  from  the  totality  of  measures  taken  at  that  time  and  hy  not 
fully  knowing  the  situation  at  that  moment. 

Who  was  Cremieux? 


All  encyclopedias  record  that  Adolphe  Cremieux  was  horn  at  Lille  on  April  30, 
1796,  a  son  of  one  of  those  Jewish  families  of  the  County  of  Vonaissin  which 
had  established  themselves  for  centuries  in  the  South  of  Prance  and  which  fur¬ 
nished  so  many  distinguished  men  to  Prance.  In  1817  he  established  himself  as 
lawyer  in  his  native  village  and  at  once  showed  his  brilliant  qualities.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  time  of  the  Hestoration  every  lawyer  had  to  make  his  choice  in  politics, 
and  Cremieinx  was  from  the  outset  devoted  to  the  liberal  party.  He  pleaded  in 
a  great  number  of  political  processes.  During  the  July  Revolution,  Odilon 
Barrot  who  had  been  called  to  the  Prefecture  of  the  Seine,  sold  him  his  com¬ 
mission  as  a  lawyer  at  the  Cour  de  Cassation  (Supreme  Court  for  the  whole  of 
Prance).  Within  a  yevy  short  time  he  became  the  lawyer  whose  voice  was  listened 
to  most  in  Paris,  not  only  as  a  result  of  his  talent,  but  especially  on  account 
of  his  high  moral" sense .  Por  instance,  in  1830  and  1851  he  defended  one  of 
the  former  ministers  of  Charles  X,  Guemon-Ranville,  but  he  refused  indignantly 
to  plead  for  Deutz  who  had  just  treacherously  handed  over  the  Duchess  de  Berry. 
He  made  the  f’oneral  speech  at  the  burial  ceremony  of  the  Archbishop  Gregoire. 

He  then  belonged  to  the  Opposition  dvnastique  (dynastic  opposition).  During 
the  entire  reign  of  Louis-Philipi:)e  he  was  one  of  the  liberals  with  the  largest 
following.  In  1832  he  published  a  manifest  for  the  independence  of  Poland, 
memoirs  for  the  rehabilitation  of  Marshal  Ney  of  Lesurque  (of  the  Courrier  de 
Lyon) .  pleaded  in  numerous  press  cases,  v/as  the  law^^^er  for  the  insurgents,  as 
for  instance,  in  1835  for  the  accuses  d^avril.  In  1840  he  went  to  Syria  to 
defend  a  rabbi  accused  of  having  murdered  a  Christian  monk  in  order  to  mix 
his  blood  with  unleavened  bread,  and  saved  him.  During  this  time,  he  continued 
his  advanced  studies  of  Law.  In  1835  he  published  the  Code  des  Codes.  His 
renown  was  considerable.  Ho  was  elected  in  1842  at  Chinon  and  re-elected  in 
1846.  He  took  part  in  the  Campagne  des  Banquets,  contributed  to  the  fall  of 
Guizot,  advised  Louis-Philippe  to  take  liberal  measures  and  especially  incited 
him  to  call  Odilon  Barrot  to  the  Ministry.  However,  he  was  too  late.  At  the 
very  moment  of  the  1848  Revolution  he  tried  to  liave  tlie  Duchess  of  Orleans 
named  regent,  ran  into  the  opposition  of  his  friends,  and  pronounced  himself 
for  the  Republic. 

He  was  Member  of  the  Provisional  Government  with  tie  portfolio  of  Justice.  He 
immediately  proposed  abolition  of  the  death  penalty  for  political  offenses. 

He  resigned  on  June  7th. 

Representative  of  Indre-et-Loire  at  the  Constituante,  he  took  part  in  the 
elaboration  of  the  get  of  November  5,  1848,  Re-elected  to  the  Legislative 
Chamber  in  1849,  he  resided  at  La  Montagne.  Although  he  was  a  friend  of 
Bonaparte's  family,  he  separated  from  the  President  when  he  noticed  his  con¬ 
spiracy,  and  on  December  2  he  was  incarcerated.  After  23  days  he  was  freed; 
thereafter  he  exercised  his  profession  during  the  entire  time  of  the  Empire 
with  great  success.  At  this  time  he  took  as  his  secretary  an  unknown  young 
man,  Gambetta, 


His  renown  as  a  jurist  and  as  a  liberal  had  made  him  one  of  the  most  conspicuous 
men  in  Paris,  to  whom  the  officials  of  the  Empire  themselves  paid  considerable 
attention.  He  pleaded  in  many  cases  for  the  opposition,  especially  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  the  13  in  1864  and  published  his  speeches  in  a  collection  called  "Liberty" 
in  1869.  Precisely  at  that  moment  he  was  consulted  by  the  Government  on  the  sit¬ 
uation  of  Algerian  Jews  and  a  project  elaborated  by  the  Minister  of  Justice  on 
the  naturalization  of  the  Algerian  Jews  was  submitted  to  him.  This  consultation 
was  the  more  remarkable  as  he  had  just  shown  himself  to  be  " irreconciliable"  in 
the  department  of  the  Drome,  and  had  then  been  elected  in  Paris  in  November  1869 
as  enemy  of  the  Empire.  Only  the  war  of  1870  prevented  the  CremieuK  Decree  froim 
being  a  decree  of  Napoleon  III. 

ViHaen  the  Empire  fell,  he  was  called  upon  to  take  part  in  the  Government  of  Nation¬ 
al  Defense  and  on  September  5  was  appointed  Minister  of  Justice.  His  two  first 
acts  were  to  decree  a  general  amnesty  for  all  crimes  and  delicts  of  a  political 
nature,  and  to  abolish  the  oath  prescribed  for  all  civil  servants  since  1852,  When 
Paris  was  about  to  be  invested,  he  was  charged,  together  with  Glais-Bizoin  and 
Admiral  Eourichon,  to  go  and  represent  the  Government  in  the  provinces.  On  Sept. 
12  he  set  up  the  delegation  at  Tours  and  he  tried,  assisted  by  his  colleagues, to 
constitute  an  army  of  the  Vosges  and  an  Army  of  the  West.  On  October  8,  Gambetta, 
who  left  for  Paris  in  a  balloon,  took  over  the  direction  of  the  Government, 

Added  to  all  the  troubles  inflicted  upon  France  in  this  tragic  situation  and  upon 
her  governing  men,  was  the  situation  in  Algeria. 

THE  MISSION  IN  ALGERIA. 

Algeria  was  then  in  the  midst  of  a  crisis.  For  40  years  Algeria  had  been  exclus¬ 
ively  subject  to  a  military  Government.  The  Army  had  conquered  Algeria,  had  or¬ 
ganized  it,  and  considered  it  as  belonging  to  the  Army.  It  was  out  of  Algeria 
that  all  military  chiefs  of  the  Empire  had  grown.  As  Foch  remarked,  the  back  - 
ground  was  excellent  from  the  point  of  view  of  valur,  but  deplorable  for  know¬ 
ledge  of  strategy  and  European  tactics.  Therefore,  the  moral  situation  of  the 
army  was  extremely  dangerous.  Whereas  a  certain  number  of  chiefs  had  rallied 
around  the  Provisional  Government,  others  hesitated  to  do  this,  and  one  of  them 
handed  over  Metz,  It  was  exceedingly  important  to  assure  the  authority  of  the 
Government  in  North  Africa.  Everybody  knew  then  that  the  regime  in  North  Africa 
was  due  for  a  far  reaching  reform.  Numerous  debates  had  shown  that  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  delegates  had  arisen  against  the  "detestable  military  regime,  the  shame  of 
our  rich  colony,  desperately  pleading  and  vainly  requesting  that  a  civil  Govern¬ 
ment  be  substituted  for  the  reign  of  the  sword." 

From  the  first  days  of  its  institution  on, the  Paris  Government  had  entrusted  the 
examination  of  the  Algerian  question  to  Jules  Favre  and  Cremieux.  The  delegation 
charged  Cremie\ix.  to  go  and  study  the  Algerian  question  on  the  spot  "to  listen, 
to  examine,  to  study  and  to  propose  solutions."  On  October  24  the  delegation 
published  the  result  of  its  work.  On  the  same  date  eight  decrees  were  published 
in  the  Monitor.  The  first  of  them  contained  all  essentials  of  a  nev/  organization. 
It  did  away  v/ith  all  previous  organization.  Article  3  stipulated:  Algeria  in¬ 
cludes  three  departments:  Department  of  Algiers,  Department  of  Oran,  Department 
of  Constantine,  which  gave  France  92  departments  all  told.  Article  5  centralized 
the  administration  in  the  hands  of  a  civil  general  governor  of  the  three  depart¬ 
ments.  The  general  organization  of  Algeria  divided  the  country  into  military 
territory  and  departments.  However,  now  each  prefect  has  under  its  orders  the 
head  of  the  various  civil  and  financial  services,  vhose  authority  extends  over  the 
different’  populations  of  Algeria, 

Tlie  report  of  Cremieux  before  the  National  Assembly  insists  on  the  predominance 
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of  the  civil  General  Governor  who  is  looked  upon  as  ” chief  of  the  prefects  and 
military  commander."  He  must  also  correspond  with  each  minister  whom  he  repre  - 
sents,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  matter.  Another  decree  organizes  the  con¬ 
sulting  Committee  and  the  Superior  Council,  fhe  following  decrees  remove  the 
military  chiefs  from  their  functions,  giving  them  other  positions,  and  name  a 
Governor  General,  Two  decrees  connect  the  Justice  of  the  three  depa.rtments  with 
the  Justice  of  the  metropole,  i.e.  with  that  of  the  republic  and  apply  to  the 
lai?;yers  the  decrees  and  ordinances  governing  their  profession  in  all  the  courts 
of  Prance,  n  sixth  decree  institutes  the  jury  in  the  criminal  courts  of  Algeria. 
Regarding  the  administration  of  Justice,  a  serious  question  arose  defined  by 
Cremieux  as  follows: 

"A  question  of  major  importance  arose  and  was  vividly  discussed  in  the  Chamber, 
Israelites  and  Moslems  ,  who  wanted  to  be  Prench  citizens,  had  been  subject  to 
personal  declarations  and  rigorous  formalities,  in  virtue  of  the  decree  of  April 
21,  1868.  However,  there  existed  betv/een  the  Israelites  and  the  Moslems  this 
difference,  that  the  latter,  halving  remained  without  Prench  n.ationality ,  were 
judged  by  their  tribunals  and  according  to  their  lav/s,  whereas  the  Israelites  were 
sub.iect  to  French  tribunals  and  to  Prench  laws,  for  those  matters  which  did  not 

pertain  to  their  personal  status.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  recall  the  trouble, 
caused  in  jurisprudence  by  the  doctrine  of  the  Criminal  Court  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  doctrine  of  the  Coui’t  of  Algiers  on  the  other,  as  upon  my  pleading  and  against 
that  of  Jules  Pavre,  the  most  controversial  subject  was  again  broached  pertaining 
to  the  extent  of  the  personal  statutes  reserved  for  the  Jews. 

"All  sane  minds  in  Algeria  called  for  abolition  of  this  reserve  and  for  submission 
of  the  Algerian  Jews  to  the  laws  governing  Prance  in  iilgeria.  The  great  majority 
of  Jews  agree,  headed  by  the  Consistory  of  Algeria,  It  was,  therefore,  only  a 
question  of  proclaiming  the  complete  na.tp.ralization  of  native  Jews,  constituting 
more  than  30,000.  I  had.  asked  from  the  last  Minister  of  Justice  of  the  Empire, 
and  obtained  from  him,  the  formal  promise  of  this  important  measure.  Nevertheless, 
the  Minister  had  told  me  a  few  days  later:  "iVe  think  that  we  need  the  opinion  of 
the  State  Council."  I  considered  this  unnecessary.  I  requested  a  rectifying 
decree  of  the  decree  of  April  21,  1866,  or  a  law.  In  a  session  of  tire  Chamber, 
upon  my  query  to  the  Garde  des  Sceaux  (Lord  Chancellor)  on  the  definite  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  Government,  I  received  this  answer:  "After  the  Government  authority 
was  consulted  on  the  mass  naturalization  of  Jews  in  Algeria,  it  did  not  have 
any  objection.  I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  question  has  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  State  Council.  If  a  legal  authority,  such  as  you  are,  thinks  we 
should  present  a  law,  we  shall  do  so."  Evidently  the  naturalization  of  Jews  was 
a  question  favorably  solved  by  the  Imperial  Government, 

"One  of  our  decrees  of  October  24  pronounced  this  question,  and  I  do  not  conceal 
that  the  honor  of  giving  the  title  of  Prench  citizens  to  30,000  of  my  fellow 
believers  was  one  of  the  greatest  joys  of  my  life, 

"I  wish  to  answer  to  M,  Lucet  who,  from  the  height  of  his  tribune,  accuses  me  of 
having  brutally  naturalized  30,000  Jews:  Now  what,  you  have  in  Algeria  33,000 
inhabitants,  all  natives,  to  whom  you  have  given  and  from  whom  you  have  taken 
rights  and  institutions  according  to  your  own  will.  They  used  to  have  their 
tribunals  as  before  the  conquest.  They  don*t  have  them  any  more.  They  had 
their  own  laws;  now  they  must  submit  to  yours,  as  well  as  to  your  .judges.  Yet 
you  let  them  keep  their  personal  status.  This  personal  status  means  the  right 
for  the  family  father  to  leave  a  small  portion  to  his  daughter  in  his  inheritance, 
leaving  nine-tenths  to  the  son.  It  means  economic  improvement  or  complete 
destitution,  according  to  whether  he  does  or  does  not  v;ant  to  marry  the  widow 
of  his  brother.  It  means  divorce,  it  means  bigamy.  One  sees  all  processes,  all 
troubles  in  the  family.  And  please  note  that  with  the  Jews,  civil  law  is  the 
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same  as  religious  law.  God  has  ordered  everything  and  infringing  on  God*s  law 
means  committing  the  worst  of  anathemas.  Well,  you  don*t  want  to  create  a  con¬ 
flict  of  conscience  and  belief  within  these  men  who  as  vanquished  people  are 
under  your  domination  and  whose  inaccessible  religion  cannot  be  reduced  to  a 
mere  nothing,  without  the  most  horrible  of  oppressions, 

'’By  an  admirable  foresight  (which  the  believers  call  divine  foresight)  the  law 
of  God  can,  with  the  Israelites,  be  linked  with  the  law  of  the  land.  An 
Israelite  ruling  says?  “Follow  the  law  of  the  kingdom  in  which  you  reside  if 
you  are  forced  to  do  so."  Therefore  the  Israelite  will  follow  the  law  of  the 
land  in  which  he  lives,  without  renouncing  the  law  of  God  which  is  his  creed* 

If  the  distribution  of  his  goods  is  prescribed  to  him,  he  will  obey.  If  he  is 
forbidden  to  marry  his  sister-in-law,  except  by  special  permission,  he  will 
submit.  If  he  is  prohibited  to  divorce,  he  will  not  reject  his  wife.  If 
bigamy  is  forbidden  to  him,  he  will  only  liave  one  legitimate  wife.  He  will  not 
renounce  his  law,  but  he  will  not  execute  it  if  the  law  of  the  country  imposes 
prohibitions  on  him.  For  that  reason  a  poet  was  able  to  say  of  this  people, 
when  talking  to  an  oriental  despot J 

•Was  there  ever  a  more  servile  slave  under  the  yoke? 

Have  you  ever  seen  them  amongst  your  enemies?* 

Only  today  they  no  longer  want  to  be  slaves  subjected  to  the  yoke,  but  Frenchmen 
subjected  to  the  law, 

"Also  all  enlightened  Jews  of  France  and  Algeria,  headed  by  the  consistories, 
said  to  the  Governments  *Make  33,000  Frenchmen  out  of  33,000  native  Israelites, 
Don*t  tell  them;  Be  French  if  you  wish;  because  they  will  not  voluntarily 
renounce  the  law  c£  God,  Say  that  they  are  French  by  lav/;  they  will  obey; 
they  will  be  Frenchmen;  they  will  follov/  the  French  lav/.  Thus  the  decisions 
of  the  Grand  Sanhedrin  declared  them  in  1806  subject  to  the  French  law,  as  they 
were  recognized  as  French  citizens. 

“Thus,  during  these  last  days,  the  Empire,  driven  on  by  so  many  decisive  opinions, 
was  about  to  proclaim  the  mass  naturalization  of  native  Israelites.  I  have  in 
my  hands  the  decree  submitted  in  the  first  deliberation  to  the  State  Council, 

Here  is  the  title: 

’Project  of  Decree 

Relative  to  the  Collective  naturalization  of  all  Israelites  on  Algerian  Territory 

First  Draft 

Article  One:  All  native  Israelites  on  Algerian  territory  are  permitted  to 

enjoy  the  ri^its  of  French  citizens,  by  enactment  of  the  Senatus 
Consults  of  July  14,  1865, 

Article  Two:  Every  native  Israelite  can,  within  a  year,  starting  from  the 

promulgation  of  the  present  decree,  make  to  the  competent  author¬ 
ities  a  declaration  that  he  does  not  accept  the  benefits  of  the 
naturalization. 

Article  Three:  To  all  Israelites  is  granted  the  right  expressed  by  Article  20 

of  the  decree  of  April  21,  1866,’ 

"Thus  the  decree  assured  to  all  native  Israelites  the  mass  naturalization,  the 
abolition  of  fiscal  right  so  that  the  benefits  of  the  naturalization  might  be 
complete, 

"However,  the  decree  left  an  option  to  the  Israelites:  to  accept  or  to  refuse. 
This  meant  placing  them  between  the  law  of  God  and  the  law  of  man.  Religiously 
they  could  not  desert  the  law  of  God,  Therefore  consistories  and  enlightened 
Jews  requested  naturalization  by  order,  an  imposed  naturalisation. 
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‘*,,,,Isn*t  it  a  deplorable  thing  to  make  out  of  the  fact  that  the  f/bslems  will 
see  themselves  treated  as  inferior  to  the  Jews  and  revolt,  a  fundamental  objection? 
What?  The  Empire  didnH  even  have  an  idea  of  such  a  revolt?  What?  The  Moslems 
would  revolt  because  they  are  not  made  Erenchmen  by  force,  when  the  Jews  are 
thus  treated?  They  will  consider  themselves  as  inferior  to  those  whom  one 
commands  to  be  French?  They  who  will  conserve  their  liberties  intact,  those  to 
whom  rights  are  given  without  making  it  an  obligation?  Yet  the  Moslems  want  to 
remain  completely  Moslem,  They  want  their  own  laws,  their  own  tribunals,  their 
civil  status,  their  habits  and  religious  customs.  We  owe  that  to  them  for  their 
capitulation  which  ties  them  to  us,  and  we  respect  this  surrender.  Now  you 
want  these  men  who  are  what  they  are,  because  they  do  not  want  to  be  Frenchmen, 
to  consider  themselves  as  inferior  to  the  Jews  who  became  Frenchmen  by  order? 

“Now,  tell  me,  how  do  you  want  these  Moslems  to  accept  Jews  as  judges,  as  jurors? 
You  had  better  humiliate  yourselves  towards  the  Moslems,  you  who  write  us:  The 
colonists  do  not  need  any  troops  to  defend  themselves  against  the  Arabs,  They 
can  protect  themselves.  So  the  vanquished  Moslems  forbid  the  Frenchmen,  the 
victorious,  to  admit  the  Jews  to  the  ranks  of  French  citizens,  a  titular  which 
they  themselves  do  not  want;  and  one  must  obey  them.  Yet  these  naturalized 
Jews  are  Frenchmen,  because  France  has  the  ri^t  and  the  will  to  call  them  thus. 
Where  then  is  the  article  of  the  capitulation  which  forbids  us  this?  What 
French  promises  to  the  Arabs  have  been  violated  by  the  decree?  One  must  be 
ashamed  of  this  discussion,.., 

"All  Moslems  consider  themselves  superior  to  you.  They  regard  their  naturaliz¬ 
ation  as  an  attack  on  their  religion  which  is  far  superior  to  yours,,,," 


And  CreraieuK  protests  against  the  prejudices  continuing  to  guide  those  who 
arise  against  the  decree  and  which  are'  the  same  which  existed  against  the  Jews 
of  France  in  1790,  1807,  and  1818,  He  shows  that  since  1790  not  one  Jew  has 
been  persecuted  for  a  crime  against  persons.  "Not  one,  do  you  hear?"  He  re¬ 
calls  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  Alsatian  Jews  and  read  a  moving  protest  of 
Alsatians  established  in  Pernambuco  against  the  annexation  of  Alsace, 

The  eighth  decree  makes  it  easier  for  the  Moslems  to  obtain  the  quality  of 
French  citizens.  The  ninth  decree  provisionally  organizes  the  departments. 

To  these  nine  constitutional  decrees  is  added  quite  a  list  of  others  regulating 
tl^e  right  of  emission  of  the  Bank  of  Algeria,  the  direction  of  the  National 
Guard,  the  obtaining  of  seed  in  advance,  the  delegation  to  the  extraordinary 
Commissioner  for  advances  in  money,  a  diminution  of  taxes,  organization  of 
departments,  organization  of  the  Arab  Bureaus,  organization  of  the  Tell  terri¬ 
tory,  organization  of  General  Councils,  the  general  inspection  of  military 
territories,  the  organization  of  military  subdivisions,  gratuitous  concessions 
of  terrains  to  colonists,  the  organization  of  the  financial  regime,  the  liquida¬ 
tion  of  expenses,  the  establishing  of  accounts  for  1869  and  1870,  abolition  of 
the  common  funds,  the  transfer  to  the  state  of  buildings  belonging  to  the  War 
Ministry,  the  creation  of  the  commimity  of  Algiers  as  a  separate  unit  from  that 
of  Mustafa,  the  authorization  to  create  a  municipal  tax  in  Algiers,  etc, 

"Thus  was  accomplished  the  mission  which  my  colleagues  confidently  entrusted  to 
me,,,  I  have  presented  to  the  delegation  27  decrees;  I  have  presented  to  the 
Government  of  National  Defense  three  decrees;  thirty  snecial  decrees  to  Algeria, 
These  decrees  have  established  the  regime  of  the  civil  government  by  replacing 
the  military  government.  First  by  decisive  measures  which  did  not  at  once  move 
the  center  of  authority,  then  by  subsequent  modifications  substituting  instead 
of  the  general  government  of  Algerian  authority,  three  departments  to  enter 
without  upheavals  or  disturbances  into  the  national  unity,  thus  effecting  to 
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the  best  of  our  ability  and  day  by  day  the  assimilation  so  strongly  called  for. 
Today  our  decrees  have  assimilated  Algeria  to  Prance  to  the  point  that  the 
whole  territory  of  Algeria  forms  three  departments  within  our  departments,  and 
our  decrees  have  placed  them  alphabetically  into  their  ranks,** 

liilhen  the  National  Assembly  was  constituted,  Cremienx  remitted  his  powers  to  it. 
On  October  20,  1871,  he  was  elected  deputy  for  Algiers.  In  this  capacity  he 
intervened  at  the  moment  of  the  discussion  of  the  Constitutional  Government  in 
1875,  before  he  was  named  Senator  for  life  on  December  15,  1875,  He  died  in 
Paris  on  February  10,  1880, 

Cremieux  is  not  only,  as  is  often  insinruited,  an  ’’enlightened  Jew,”  as  he 
defended  the  ri^ts  of  his  fellow  believers.  He  is  also  one  of  those  liberals 
of  the  19th  century  who,  throughout  their  entire  lives,  have  defended  the  ideal 
which  today  is  the  same  for  the  ’’democratic  nations.”  His  achievements  in 
Algeria  are  not  only  accomplishments  of  circumstances  with  special  reference 
to  the  situation  of  the  Jews,  It  is  the  fulfillment  of  a  mission  destined  to 
give  to  Algeria  an  organization  analogous  to  that  of  the  French  territory.  And 
the  decree  relative  to  the  Jews  is  nothing  but  the  result  of  measures  taken  by 
the  Revolution  and  the  Empire  to  give  to  the  Jews  of  France  the  title  of  French 
citizens. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  PRESENT  GEI^RaL  SITUATION  OP  JEWS  IN  ALGERIA 


"by  the 

Comite  Juif  Algerien  d’Etudes  Sociales 


On  the  day  following  the  Armistice,  the  racial  legislation,  inspired  by 
Hitler,  wrought  its  havoc  ajnong  the  Jews  in  Algeria. 

This  report  gives  an  objective  picture  of  the  anti-Semitic  legislation  still 
in  force  in  Algeria. 

In  a  general  way,  the  results  of  the  application  of  this  legislation  have 
strongly  increased  the  misery  of  the  Algerian  Jews.  Hundreds  of  officials 
of  all  ranks  were  dismissed;  today,  they  no  longer  receive  the  indemnities 
which  had  been  alloted  to  them.  In  the  free  professions,  hundreds  of  doctors 
and  lawyers  are  without  work  and  many  of  them  are  without  means. 

Por  over  a  year  now,  Jewish  students  may  no  longer  receive  higher  education 
and  are  doomed  to  idleness  because  of  the  impossibility  of  finding  legally 
permitted  work.  Young  Jewish  children  have  been  thrown  out  of  the  public 
schools  by  the  thousands. 

As  a  result,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  poverty  among  the  Jewish  working 
population.  Nevertheless,  this  population  has  ^orne  adversity  with  dignity 
and  exemplary  calm. 

Por  two  years  Jewish  charitable  organizations  have  done  their  utmost  to 
remedy  this  situation.  In  Algiers  the  Association  of  Studies,  Help  and 
Assistance  has  distributed  financial  aid  to  the  most  needy  Jewish  officials 
and  has  formed  a  school  for  reclassification  of  professional  workers, 

Jewish  private  schools  have  been  put  up  to  date  in  Algiers  and  in  almost 
all  other  communities,  Por  instance,  in  Algiers,  four  Jewish  public  schools 
were  opened  as  well  as  one  high  school. 

The  means  to  finance  these  organizations  have  been  asked  as  donations  of  the 
Jewish  population  not  as  yet  affected  by  the  racial  legislation.  But,  for 
almost  a  year,  through  the  application  of  the  law  aryanizing  all  businesses 
and  property  belonging  to  the  Jews,  most  of  those  who  had  made  donations 
were  robbed  of  their  property. 

Hundreds  of  temporary  administrators  were  appointed  to  handle  thousands  of 
properties  belonging  to  Jews,  As  a  result  the  resources  at  the  disposal  of 
these  charitable  organizations  diminished  to  such  an  extent  that  today  fin¬ 
ancial  assistance  is  actually  impossible  and  the  Jewish  private  schools  have 
almost  stopped  functioning. 

The  Anglo-American  landings,  the  renewed  struggle  against  the  Axis  powers 
were  greeted  with  profound  joy  and  emotion  by  the  Jewish  population  and  have 
given  rise  to  new  ri^tful  hopes. 

The  explicit  declarations  of  President  Roosevelt,  the  war  aims  of  the  Allied 
Nations,  the  examples  of  their  interventions  in  the  freed  countries  such  as 
Syria,  Ifedagascar,  and  other  French  colonies,  led  to  the  belief  that  legis¬ 
lation  inspired  by  racial  hatred  would  be  at  an  end, 

Por  over  two  months  now  the  Jewish  population  has  been  experiencing  one 
disappointment  after  another.  In  vain  did  the  Chief  Rabbi  of  Algiers  write 
to  the  Governor  General  of  Algeria  requesting  the  abrogation  of  this  legislatioi. 
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In  vain  did  Professor  Henri  Ai)oiilker,  President  of  the  Algerian  Jewish 
Committee  of  Social  Studies,  put  before  Admiral  Darlan,  High  Commissionar 
of  French  North  Africa,  the  same  request.  The  only  resiilt  was  that  on 
December  17,  1942,  Admiral  Darlan,  in  a  statement  to  General  Eisenhower, 
promised  the  ” suspension’*  of  all  laws  inspired  by  the  Germans  or  dealing 
with  persecution  because  of  race  or  religion. 

The  vague  terms  of  this  declaration,  its  reticences,  the  absence  of  any 
promise  of  abrogation  of  the  racial  legislation  created  strong  disappointment 
among  the  Jewish  population  and  caused  the  Algerian  Jewish  Committee  of  Social 
Studies  to  deliver  to  the  Public  Authorities  a  motion  asking  for  the  abroga¬ 
tion,  pure  and  simple,  and  without  further  delay,  of  all  this  legislation  of 
oppression. 

TOiat  happened,  however,  is  rather  an  intensification  of  this  legislation. 

Already,  on  the  strength  of  the  law  of  June  2,  1941,  bearing  on  the  Status 
of  Jews,  the  Jewish  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  had  been  barred 
from  the  regular  army.  The  day  after  November  6th,  Jewish  soldiers  were 
somehow  barred  from  the  army,  being  mobilized  into  separate  units,  as  workers; 
thus,  in  spite  of  the  Allied  landing,  in  liberated  North  Africa,  when  French¬ 
men  are  called  to  fight  against  Germany,  those  of  Jewish  origin  are,  as  in 
the  land  of  Hitler,  herded  into  groups  of  workers.  This  time,  then,  it  is 
not  even  a  question  of  legislation  imposed  by  Germany,  but  a  new  application 
of  the  law  of  Hitlerian  mobilization. 

In  each  department  (Cherages  for  the  department  of  Algiers,  Bedeau  for  the 
department  of  Oran,  El-Guerra  for  the  department  of  Constantine)  a  concen¬ 
tration  camp  was  formed  for  Jews  mobilized  as  workers.  In  Bedeau  the  Head 
of  the  camp  was  the  old  Chief  of  the  L.OoL,  of  Ekmul,  This  shows  in  what 
spirit  this  mobilization  was  put  into  effect. 

In  order  to  give  a  semblance  of  executing  the  promises  of  Admiral  Darlan, 
the  Governor  General,  taking  as  a  pretext  the  mobilization  of  a  small  n\3mber 
of  temporary  administrators,  appointed  those  Jews  who  had  been  robbed  of 
their  property  as  the  administrators  of  this  property,  instead  of  returning 
it  to  them  outright.  These  administrative  recantations  may  be  supplemented 
by  other  examples,  as  happened  in  the  administration  of  P.P.T,  such  as  the 
reinstatement  of  some  Jewish  officials,  not  with  all  their  ri^ts  and  pre¬ 
rogatives,  but  as  auxiliary  employees,  having  a  very  precarious  standing. 

This  situation  has  not  only  caused  great  disappointment  among  the  Jewish 
population,  but  has  also  brought  a  strong  feeling  of  anxiety  and  insecurity. 
These  fears  have  been  accentuated  by  the  recent  arrest  of  several  of  the  most 
distinguished  notables  of  the  Jewish  cornmnnity  in  Algiers,  The  Jewish 
Algerian  Committee  of  Social  Studies  was  thus  deprived  of  its  President, 
Professor  Henri  Aboulker  and  of  several  other  members  of  its  office. 

These  worries  have  been  increased  by  the  fact  that  since  the  Allied  landings, 
anti-Semitism  has  grown  enormously  in  Algeria,  The  anti-Allied  propaganda 
accuses  the  Jews  of  having  assisted  their  landing. 

In  the  cities  of  the  interior,  the  Jewish  communities  no  longer  feel  secure, 
for  the  Fascist  leaders  and  the  Legionnaires  remained  at  their  posts  and  are 
increasing  their  provocations.  The  local  chiefs  think  themselves  assured  of 
immunity,  as  the  retention  in  high  posts  of  the  Fascist  officials  seems  to 
reassure  them  and  encourages  them  to  continue  an  attitude  contrary  to  the 
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war  aims  of  the  Allies.  Their  agitation  risks  at  any  moment  causing  disorders 
in  which  they  are  trying  to  involve  other  elements  of  the  Algerian  population* 

The  Jewish  population  has  the  definite  feeling  that  the  Allied  leaders  are 
being  influenced  by  certain  officials  of  the  High  Administration,  who  do  not 
give  them  an  exact  account  of  the  situation  in  North  Africa.  But  this  situ¬ 
ation  seems  so  fantastic  to  all  the  friends  of  the  Allies,  that  it  cannot  last 
much  longer  without  danger  to  all,  including  the  Allies. 

A  few  examples  will  clarify  the  paradoxical  character  of  the  present  situation: 
the  recent  arrests,  to  which  we  have  referred,  concern  personalities  whobhad 
devoted  themselves  entirely  to  the  cause  of  the  Allies  and  who  did  not  spare 
themselves  at  the  time  of  their  landing* 

The  recent  amnesty  measures  taken  by  General  Giraud  when  he  came  into  power, 
benefited  the  Fascist  leaders  who  had  been  arrested  after  the  landing  of  the 
Allies*  Thus,  in  Bida,  the  president  of  the  ''Action  Francaise"  and  a  leader 
of  the  Legionnaires  were  released.  At  Oran  the  French  warships  which  fought  t 
the  landing  of  the  Allies  have  just  been  decorated. 

It  would  not  be  foolish  to  say  that  if  the  Germans  had  occupied  Algeria,  they 
would  have  taken  the  same  measures  that  have  just  been  applied* 

If  the  Allies  do  not  want  to  lose  the  confidence  of  those  healthy  elements 
of  the  population  who  have  always  been  on  their  side  and  on  the  side  of  a 
democratic  France,  it  is  necessary  that  they  take  prompt  counter-measures; 
the  abrogation  of  all  anti-democratic  laws,  of  all  racial  laws,  is  a  measure 
which  has  been  too  long  delayed  already. 

And,  what  concerns  more  especially  the  Jewish  population,  the  continuation  of 
the  discriminatory  laws  is  incompatible  with  the  liberation  of  African  France 
and  the  presence  of  the  Allies. 

It  is  impossible  simultaneously  to  fight  against  the  Axis  on  the  outside  and 
maintain  the  spirit  of  the  Axis  powers  on  the  inside. 


Attached  hereto^ 


1)  Copy  of  letters  addressed  to  the  Governor  General  by 
the  Chief  Rabbi  of  Algiers* 

2)  Copy  of  letter  addressed  to  Admiral  Barlan  by  Prof* 
Henri  Aboulker,  President  of  the  Committee  of  Social 
Studies* 

3)  Copy  of  the  motion  sent  to  the  Public  Authorities  by 
the  Jewish  Algerian  Committee  of  Social  Studies* 

4)  Copy  of  letter  addressed  to  General  Giraud  by  the 
Chief  Rabbi  of  Algiers. 


i.  i  *** 


^  ,  .  I'  '  *  ,  • 


•..* 

•  -V  '  .l-'i  ■’  -I- 

!  f  i  ■  ‘  ^ 

^  A  <>  n.  ■  v  *  •*  ■■••  «  «.  • 

■;  i.  i.:r t 

•i  -J 

Xnil7i:  ■?;  • 

;  t 

■.;’  ,  ■■/  i’.'  J 

•k  '  •  iA  •  *  4 

ric^i 

fH  -:i:=  'IC. 

'1 

*>4 

r  *i  I  * )  ^  1  *  ‘  • ' 

4  •!  V|*  A  »  • »  *  ■  • 

*  .  •# 

:  '.'i  »J 

••vv : . 

•  j 

>  i-  r  .  ..  j 

;;2.  dj'icl:! 

tii  cci.j.a. 

••-  » 

. . . 

' 

J 

c'tiii;-:  jTi' 

''i  j 

I /I 

v-'.-Vi  j  -i  i  .i. 'I’i '.1 

"to 

- /V 

■:di  ::  ■ 

•• 

♦  • 

•  ^ 

J..‘. 

...1. 

:..-::;VV.l 

■  ..Xiv  0.;  •. 

d  >■  ■ 

V. 

•tf.: 

•■;  !  •; 

OLr^:' 

rnq  edi  ":<.i  ivi v 

wi.; 

..'.1 

r 

'j 

r: 

.  s 

X Ignci-’i 

•  «• 

'•4*  .'  •  )  *  ■ »  ,  j 

•'< 

C.‘ 

4 

J 

« 

,t;-'  4'<v 

•  4 

A 

, 

.'..V  H 

i'  ViX'V  VviiiXA 

‘.'(i 

1  <  ^  j  •  •  ./ 

i. 

0  .;  .  -  vj  vj. 

v-ri 

J  j 

;  4 

, 

;  t  '44  .* 

(•■<■'  •  — 

-.  .4  i  V  .  .  > 

'?  f.j 

1 

VI  .4 

\  r  * 

•W  .•  * 
A  ^  • 

■  ,*' .  ■  r  {■ 

■vr{  '’I'Vrfc.'  I  a  At 

f.n  f  . 

4.  ».  .4.  . . *  . 

• 

• 

..J? 

•\ 

J  y  ,L  ^ 

1.  >ll .'.•  '.i  'J  V  *  '.i  d 

.v'vTA 

4  • 
Jfc- 

7;:':;  v  i 

■ 

•  .*  *  * 

•  ,.  •  *  .*«  i'..' 

=  -;  ■•»  '-v  cf  ‘V  ,•<*:■.  -N 

,>•  k  v»i «  V  •«  «•  4>4  'w*  \''  wt* 

;i''  X;;> 

•> 

vvIiXJtno;  '.ivi 

1^- 

■J 

*  «> 

nX 

f  •  .  : 

i-  .-•,*••  • 

,* 

4.  .  t  .1  -  ,  ''  • 

••  -  ^  ^  t  <  f*  t  V  4*  ^  •  1  4^  *  i  * 

<•  *.4  •.  i.  «•><•  i  •J.  s« 

Jr- 

J;77.vi‘3X  -v: 

'it 

♦  i  ..4. 
•A  V 

,v 

•;  ;  ■ 

O'iOO  0/  .J  y 

■r.j 

■1  ■ 

'  ■' 

f  1 

4  t 

•..•  •  44 

,  ;r 

r  • 

t 

1 

‘  ...  \  y  4*  »*  ii  J  i.  J  ^  •-  •■  i  1  -  1 

?;:  : 

; 

.:v;f.i  V- 

J. 

•  .> 

4  ■* 

1 

•  i  •'*) 

n'i  f  -.  '•■.  .  -A-'i  -i  ■•• 

•4  J  .)J  .M.;  >*i' 

-/ 

;! ) 

\i  •' , 

■  ,  '  ■('  ^  ;•*  » 

J; -ij  VO  .i 

"iii  jd  Hovv 

•  4 

i.  ‘  •?  .4  «  4  4.  .«  .  S.‘  •  1  ■ 

i i 

i.*  ’  V 

v’  j  ’ 

1  . . 

i) 

A  ■  '  Ij  i  v/ 

,'5  ;  *  s;  *  4  V  j  ,4.*  f  1  J  X  '  4 

>  ■  j  .  4  ' 

■';  • ' 

;  *  ■.  •  ■;*  v.  -'i  *V  1  IC-  .  - 

V  i  ' 

■ 

;'4<  j  ■  ^  .• 

* 

♦ ' » 

.- 

•'  .X  }  f‘  ‘•'V’  ‘  • 

••Vv : r ■;,.vc'i,.;;. 

;.',  T  ■,^‘  ,  .  '!  V 

,:3  ‘J\ 

j  i  X  «  */-.  5 

J  ‘ 

t 

.■itV'V.  V 

» » .  •  ••• 
^  »  •« 

1  ,  i* ;  V  .?, 

^  «  f 

^■'''  /•:  i  i  1 1  r  •  .  1  !;*v  ■  4  1' 

1  ..4  4>  '*■  *•»  ■*  ■* 

rv 

i  .ov-.'.!'-.- 

J  .•  # 

w- 

«  •  J* 

A.  -t 

,h‘ 

':.C'  v;  ,;  . 

f  . 


* 


:ii.cA  .tv 


jn;:< 

jc>  ‘  .51'  :: 


1  ^ 


^  .i,  Va>  .  . 


MXA 


Algiers,  November  17,  1943 


Hon*  Governor  General; 

May  I  be  permitted  to  recall  to  yoiir  attention  the  conver¬ 
sation  ojf  last  Saturday  to  which  you  had  invited  me  and  during  which 
I  tho-ught  it  necessary  to  call  your  attention  to  the  situation  of  my 
co-religionists  in  Algeria, 

Since  your  nomination  to  the  post  of  Governor  General,  you 
have  always  given  me  your,  consideration,  especially  in  very  difficult 
circumstances,  as  being  the  representative  of  the  Jews  living  in  the 
three  departments  of  Algeria,  It  is  therefore  that,  as  Chief  Rabbi  of 
Algeria,  I  come  to  you  today  to  put  before  you  what  my  co-religionists 
expect  from  you* 

You  know,  Hon.  Governor  General,  all  the  consequences  which 
resulted  from  the  application  of  the  law  pertaining  to  the  status  of 
Jews,  and  from  the  laws,  decrees  and  measures  which  followed?  these 
consequences  aside  from  inflicting  moral  wounds  upon  us,  condemned 
almost  the  entire  Jewish  population  to  an  ever-increasing  misery* 

What  is  more,  at  each  one  of  our  meetings,  you  made  me  under¬ 
stand  that  the  application  of  these  anti-Jewish  measures  was  forced 
upon  you  from  the  outside  and  that  the  conception  and  the  elaboration 
of  these  laws  were  not  French* 

The  radical  change  which  has  just  taken  place,  now  frees  the 
French  Authorities  of  North  Africa  from  any  coercion  which  might  have 
been  previously  invoked.  It  is  therefore  your  perfect  right  to  in¬ 
stitute  immediately  and  without  further  delay,  the  reforms  necessary 
in  ordef  to  return  to  the  traditions  of  justice  and  equality  of  the 
French  people*  The  Ordinance  No*  1,  signed  by  Admiral  of  the  Fleet 
Darlan,  has  provided  you  with  the  means* 

My  co-religionists  of  Algeria,  innocent  victims  of  discrimina- 
atory  legislation,  from  which  they  have  suffered  so  greatly,  expect  of 
you  within  the  shortest  period  of  time  that  all  the  laws  and  regulations 
imposed  upon  them  as  Jews  should  be  immediately  revokdd* 

As  interpreter  of  the  feelings  of  my  co-religionists,  I  hope, 
Hon.  Governor  General,  you  will  have  at  heart  this  task  of  justice  and 
humanity  and  will  fulfill  it  as  soon  as  possible* 


Respectfully  yours. 


Chief  Rabbi  of  Algiers 


Chief  Rahhl  Algiers 
Chief  Rabbi  for  Algeria 


62  Constantine  Street 
Algiers, 

November  18,  1942 


Hon#  Governor  General: 

Pursuant  to  our  oouversation  of  this  morning,  and 
after  due  deliberatiouj  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I 
cannot  with  a  clear  conscience  approve  the  idea  that  my  co« 
religionists  should  benefit  from  individual  measures  only,  and 
I  desire  to  confirm  the  point  of  view  expressed  in  my  letter 
of  November  IVth,  that  general  regulations  should  be  applied 
to  nullify  the  effect  of  the  lawsj  decrees,  and  measures  against 
the  Jews. 

Respectfully  yours, 


M«  Eisenbeth 


1  . , 


Algiers,  Dec,  9,  1942 


Dr,  Henri  Aboulker,  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  Croix  de  Guerre,  Mutile, 

to 

His  Excellency,  Admiral  Darlan,  High  Commissioner  of  the  Government  of  French 

Afria 


Since  the  disappearance  of  the  Germans  from  this  country,  everyone  expected 
the  immediate  disappearance  of  the  lav/s  of  Hitler,  and  especially  did  the 
Hitlerian  Frenchmen  expect  this. 

From  you,  it  was  hoped,  would  come  the  few  lines  which  would  wipe  out  the 
laws  of  destruction  and  hatred,  decreed  against  Frenchmen  of  Jewish  faith; 
from  you,  it  was  hoped,  would  come  the  call  that  would  clear  the  conscience 
of  all  Fren oilmen. 

But  nothing  happened,  except  at  first,  new  anti-Semitic  incitement  in  the 
guise  of  appeals  to  •'Christians  and  Moslems”  made  hy  Governor  Cliatel  and  by 
yourself,  Ihen  followed  the  strictest  law  of  all,  inspired  by  Hitler,  the 
military  law;  this  is  the  very  worst  offense  to  date. 

To  those  who  fought  in  1914-1918  and  in  1939-1940.,  to  the  sons  of  those  who 
died  for  France,  you  do  not  hesitate  to  say  publicly  that  they  are  not  worthy 
of  service  in  the  regular  army. 

What  became  of  the  thousands  of  cita,tions  signed  by  French  leaders,  giving 
proof  of  their  bravery  and  their  sacrifice? 

Does  North  African  France  possess  too  many  troops  for  participation  in  the 
liberation  of  our  national  soil? 

Surely  you  have  been  deceived, 

I  cannot  believe  that  a  soldier  would  injure  so  gravely  and  so  lighthearted- 
ly  soldiers  and  citizens  of  irreproachable  character, 

I  appeal  to  your  excellency,  the  High  Commissioner  himself,  against  the  de¬ 
cision  of  His  Excellency,  the  High  Commissioner  Darlan  who  was  misinformed, 
in  the  certainty  that  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  undeceive  you. 

In  the  name  of  French  citizens  of  Jewish  faith,  who  unanimously  authorized 
me  to  do  so,  I  request  the  total  abrogation  of  all  decrees  promulgated  against 
them  since  the  Armistice, 


Very  respectfully  yours, 


.r 


Motion 

Sent  to  the  Piiblic  Authorities  hy  the 
Jewish  Algerian  Committee  cf  Social  Studies 

The  Jewish  Algerian  Committee  of  Social  Studies  is  taking  note 
of  the  declarations  made  by  Admiral  Darlan,  High  Commissioner  in  French 
Africa,  to  General  Eisenhower,  published  in  the  local  press  December  18,' 
1942,  concerning  the  suspension  of  racial  measures. 

And  they  have  commissioned  their  President  to  demand  again  of 
the  proper  authorities  to  repeal^  without  restriction  and  without  reserve 
all  the  anti-Jewish  legislation  now  in  force  against  the  Jews  in  Algeria* 


I 


Algiers,  December  31,  1942 


Hon*  High  Commissionert 

In  perfect  accord  with  my  co-religionists,  I  have  greeted 
your  arrival  here  as  that  of  a  great  patriot  and  enemy  of  the  Axis 
Powers  who  are  oppressing  oiir  homeland. 

An  era  of  freedom  seemed  to  "begin  for  all* 

But  since  November  Sth,  no  decree  has  been  forthcoming 
abrogating  the  laws  inspired  by  Hitler;  they  have  actually  become 
intensified  by  the  military  laws,  mobilizing  Jews  in  separate  units, 
as  workers* 


As  a  result  there  has  developed  an  uneasiness  which  has 
been  increased  by  the  arrest  of  outstanding  personalities  of  the 
Jewish  Community  in  Algiers,  whose  past  is  a  certain  guarantee  of 
their  patriotism* 

I  am  unable  to  think  that  the  persons  arrested  were  in 
any  way  involved  in  ’’trying  to  confuse  public  opinion,”  and  I  hope 
that  more  detailed  information  will  have  promptly  convinced  you  of 
their  true  feelings* 

As  the  spiritual  head  of  Algerian  Judaism,  I  come  to  ask 
you  for  their  freedom,  a  gesture  of  justice  the  nature  of  which  will 
surely  alleviate  the  justified  anxiety  of  the  population,  who  up  to 
this  day  are  still  awaiting  the  abrogation  of  the  racial  laws* 


Respectfully  yours. 
Chief  Rabbi  of  Algiers 


His  Excellency,  General  Henri  Giraud 
High  Commissioner  in  French  Africa 
Algiers 
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EYE-WITNESS  REPORT  PREPARED  IN  NOVEMBER  1943  ON  ATROCITIES  COMMITTED 
AGAINST  FOREIGN  VOLUNTEERS  OP  THE  FRENCH  AT  THE  BERGUENT  (BOU-ARFA)  CAMP. 

Brennmanns  Pole 

He  tried  te  escape  from  Berguent*  Lt.  Jansen  sent  him  to  the  disciplinary 
and  declared  him  a  mutineer.  Jansen  had  appointed  him  group  leader.  In  this  capa¬ 
city  he  had  refused  to  drive  his  men.  Jansen  declared  he  would  not  tolerate  any 
undue  friendliness.  Brennmann  was  in  "tomheau'*  without  food  for  twenty-five  to 
thirty  days.  Emaciated  to  a  skeleton,  he  was  sent  to  the  infirmary  at  Bou-Arfa 
where  he  died  after  a  short  period. 

Fischl  Ehrlich!  Pole 

Lt*  Jansen  sent  him  to  the  disciplinary  camp  because  of  undue  solidarity.  Starva¬ 
tion  and  beatings  by  native  soldiers,  administered  with  their  rifle  butts,  completely 
broke  him  and  led  him  tc  cut  his  arteries.  He  is  laid  up  in  the  Bou-Arfa  infirmary. 

Gruen*  Pole 

He  often  had  fever  as  a  result  of  a  heart  condition  and  due  to  malaria  from  which 
he  suffered.  This  prevented  him  fro  attending  to  his  daily  "task”  of  two  cubic 
meters,  and  thus  he  was  sent  to  the  disciplinary  camp  by  Lt.  Jansen.  Starvation 
caused  skin  eruptions  on  his  arms  and  one  arm  may  have  to  be  amputated.  He  is  now 
in  the  infirmary  at  Bou-Arfa. 

Eleinkopfg  German 

He  protested  in  a  friendly  manner  to  the  Chief  (Quartermaster  about  the  further  curb 
of  the  bread  rations.  Lt.  Jansen  threw  him  into  the  disciplinary  camp.  He  was  put 
in  "tombeau"  and  refused  to  take  "food,"  which  consisted  of  three  hundred  grams  of 
bread  and  water,  nothing  else  whatsoever.  He  was  kept  there  for  twenty-five  to 
thirty  days,  together  with  others.  Then  he  died.  The  others  were  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Bou-Arfa. 

Muster?  Austrian 

Muster  was  remanded  to  the  disciplinary  camp  by  Lt.  Jansen  because  of  an  act  of 
solidarity.  As  a  result  of  starvation,  he  developed  water  on  the  knees.  He  is 
still  laid  up  in  the  infirmary  at  Bou-Arfa. 

Selo 

Selo  attempted  to  flee  from  Morocco  and  was  sent  to  the  disciplinary  camp  at  Ain 
El  Urak,  approximately  in  the  middle  of  November  1941.  He  was  forced  into  "tombeau" 
where  his  feet  were  frozen  and  both  his  legs  were  amputated  at  the  knees.  As  his 
wounds  are  still  infected,  he  is  still  at  the  Civil  in  Oujda. 

’^Tombeau’*  is  a  cave  in  the  ground  shovelled  out  in  the  size  of  a  body*  In  this 
hole,  one  must  stretch  out.  It  is  uncovered*  One  must  lie  still  without  the 
slightest  movement*  The  guard  sees  to  that,  throwing  stones  at  the  instance  of 
even  the  merest  motion.  He  may  also  beat  you  with  the  butt  of  his  rifle.  The  na¬ 
tive  soldier  is  also  authorized  to  shoot.  This  was  often  done  in  the  cases  of 
Spaniards.  In  the  case  of  Selo,  it  rained  so  hard  that  the  rain  froze  him  to  the 
ground.  This  measure  has  been  ordered  by  the  Production  Industrielle,  located  at 
Rabat.  Its  director  general  is  a  certain  Vivier,  its  secretaries  are  Domschique 
and  Kiesele,  de  la  Pleine,  Commanders  Janney  and  Marty,  Captain  Avelar  of  the 
"2me  Bureau." 

Upon  Liberation  of  Morocco  by  the  United  States  Army? 

Rosenthals  Austrian 

On  November  10th,  11th  or  12th  he  was  stabbed  in  the  back  with  the  rifle  butt  by 
Chief  Sergeant  Habicht*  He  protested  and  was  sent  to  the  disciplinary  camp  by 
Lt«  Jansen* 
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a)  Instructions  on  the  utilization  of  Jews  in  the  Army 
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Resume  de  la  note  Noe  582/MGP/CAB  du  30  decembre  1942 
adressee  aux  unites  par  1*E«M«  du  General  Prioux,  Major 
General* 


Par  ordre  de  I’Amiral  Darlan,  Haut  Coimnissaire  en  Afrique 
et  apres  consultations  du  Conseil  Imperial: 

1)  -  Pour  Of f icier s  et  Sous-Off icier s  d’ active  rayes  des 
cadres  en  vertu  du  statut  des  juifs,  reintegration  si  reunissant  les 
conditions  suivantess 

a)  Citation^, 

b)  Proposition  favorable  de  1* autorite 
comp et ante® 

2)  -  Pour  Officiers  et  Sous-Off iciers  de  reserve,  obliga¬ 
tion  de  signature  des  incorporation,  de  1* engagement  de  ne  pas  ou  de  ne 
plus  appartenir  a  une  Societe  secrete*  En  cas  de  ref us  demission  d* of¬ 
fice  et  mobilisation  comme  simple  soldat  avec  sa  classe  d*age* 

3^  -  Officiers  et  Sous-Off iciers  de  reserve  dont  le  nom  a 
ete  publie  a  l*Officiei  comme  dignitaire  de  Loge*  Ce  cas  sera  soumis 
a  Commission  speciale  instituee  a  cet  effet  aupres  du  Haut -Commiss air e 
en  Afrique* 

4)  -  Pour  les  Juifs,  mobilisation  dans  les  camps  de  tra- 
vailleurs  ou  pionniersa 

Peuvent  demander  a  etre  mutes  dans  une  unite  combattante, 
y  compris  corps  francs^  sauf  dans  les  services  (Service  de  sante 
pourra  accepter  juifs  a  concurrence  de  3^^  non  groupes)* 

5)  -  Les  demands s  des  juifs  qui  desirent  etre  mutes  dans 
une  unite  combattante  seront  soumises  pour  decision  aux  Generaux 
Commandants  superieurs  d*Algerie,  Maroc,  A*0cF* 

6)  -  Decision  applicable  a  l*Armee  de  l*Air* 
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COMMANDEMENT  EN  CH  EF  DES  FORCES 

TERRESTRES  ET  AERIEMES  EN  AFRIQUE  Alger,  le  30  Janvier  1943 


Direction  du  Personnel 


NOTE  DE  SERVICE 

(Suite  a  Note  &S2/AJ(jP/CAb  du  decembre  1942) 


No.  40  C  MCI/CAB 
Ob jet : 

Utilisation  des 
israelites  dans 

l*armee.  lo  Aux  termes  de  la  note  citee  en  reference, 

l©s  Officiers  et  s/off iciers  et  Homme sde  troupe 
de  Reserve  israelites  seront  normalement  affectes 
dans  des  Unites  speciales  de  Pionniers. 

Cette  mesure  a  paru  necessaire  afin 
d*eviter  que  la  situation  d^ancien  corabattant 
ne  puisse  etre  acquise  par  1’ ensemble  de  la  population  juive  pour  ne 
pas  engager  I’avenir  sur  la  question  du  statut  qui  sera  donne  a  oelle- 
ci  apres  la  guerre© 


Mais  le  rassemblement  des  interesses  dans  des  unites  spe¬ 
ciales  ne  saurait  en  aucune  faqon  etre  considere  comme  une  mesure 
vexatoire  susceptible  d’augmenter  la  tension  existante  sur  le  probleme 
juif. 


En  consequence,  les  Officiers  de  reserve  employes  a  l*en- 
cadrement  de  ces  unites  ne  doivent  jamais  departir,  en  remplissant 
leurs  fonctions  des  sentiments  de  bienveillance  et  des  egards  qu’ils 
doivent  a  leurs  subordonnes  (arto  1  du  reglement  sur  la  discipline 
generale  B.OoEoMo  -  Volume  78),  et  ceux  d*entre  eux  qui  auraient 
particip6  dans  lo  passe  aux  politiques  antisemites  et  qui,  par  erreur, 
auraient  ete  designes  pour  les  formations,  devront  etre  remplaces  sans 
delai  dans  leur  commandement o 

IIo  Les  juifs  franqais  ou  sujets  franqais  affectes  aux 
formations  de  pionners  peuvent,  sur  leur  demande,  etre  autorises  a 
servir  dans  une  unite  combattante  ne  comprenant  pas  de  Musulmans  (not© 
582  MG-P/CAB  precite©  titr©  II,  paragraph©  l).  Ils  pourront  ©n  outre 
etre  admis  sans  restriction  dans  les  formations  coloniales  ou  leur 
©mploi  n*a  pas  d’ inconvenient s. 

II  ©st  rappele  que  1* affectation  des  Juifs  dans  les  Unites 
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combattantes  dans  le  Corps  Franc  et  dans  le  service  de  Sante  est 
prononcee  sur  decision  individuelle  des  autorites  mentionnees  dans 
la  note  No  582  (litre  II,  pare  8)«  Les  instructions  differentes  qui 
auraient  pu  etre  donnees  anterieurement  a  la  parution  de  cette  deci¬ 
sion  devront  en  consequence  etre  amenagees© 

Ille  Conformement  aux  dispositions  de  la  note  212  MGP/CAB 
du  9  decembre  1942,  les  anciens  cadres  de  l*Annee  active  Juifs  ne  peu- 
vent,  en  principe,  etre  reintegres  dans  leur  situation  anterieure  qu*a 
la  double  condition; 


rations  de  guerre 
hierarchiques© 


a)  d*avoir  ete  blesses  ou  cites  en  cours  d*ope- 

b)  d*etre  notes  favorablement  par  les  autorites 


Cependant  les  anciens  officiers  et  s/officiers  d* active 
israelites  ne  remplissant  pas  la  premiere  des  conditions  ci-dessus  sont 
a  rappeler  aveo  leur  classe  d’age,  au  titre  des  reserves*  Les  inte- 
resses  auront  la  faculte  de  demander  leur  affectation  dans  une  unite 
combattante  afin  d’acquerir  event uellement  les  titres  de  guerre  leur 
permettant  par  la  suite  d’obtenir  leur  reintegration  dans  les  ordres  de 
^ 1 ’ armee  active  © 


IV*  Le  detail  des  mesures  prevues  aux  paragraphes  II  et  III 
ci-dessus  seront  portes  a  la  connaissance  de  la  troupe  dans  les  forma¬ 
tions  interessees  et  feront  l^objet  de  communiques  dans  la  presse,  a  la 
diligence  des  Generaux  cdts  les  Territoires* 


Le  General  d* armee  Prioux, Major  General 
signe:  Prioux 

P*0*  le  General  Louchet,  Directeur  du 
Personnel: 


signe:  Louchet 


Destinataire; 

General  Cdt*  superieur  des  Troupes  du  Maroc  -  Rabat 

Par  derogation  au  paragraphs  ci-dessus,  l*etat  de  la  32e  S*I.M. 
sera  adresse  au  General  Cdt .superieur  des  Troupes  du  Maroc  sous  convert 
du  Medecin  Colonel  Directeur  du  Service  de  Sante  qu  i  voudra  bien  propo¬ 
ser  pour  le  maintien  a  la  32e  S*I*M*  un  nombre  d^ israelites  n’excedant 
pas  de  l^effectif  total  de  cette  formation* 

Le  personnel  medecins  et  pharmaciens  israelites  devra  etre 
maintenu  a  Z%  de  1* effect if  total  de  leur  categorie* 

Les  israelites  franqais  actuellement  en  service  dans  les 
formations  comprenant  des  musulmans  seront  changes  de  formation* 


•  •  • 


/ 


i 

i 

I 

■C 

i 


•  »  • 


40- 


Les  Israelites  n’ayant  pas  etabli  une  demande  a  l*effet  de 
servir  dans  une  formation  combattante,  ainsi  que  coux  dont  la  demande 
n'aura^pas  ete  agreee  par  le  General  cdt*  superieur  dos  T*M*  seront 
affectes  a  une  unite  de  pionniors  qui  sera  creee  ulterieuromcnt . 


Le  General  do  Corps  d*Armee  Lascroux 
Cdt«  superieur  des  Troupos  au  Maroc 
p.o.  le  Colonel  BONDIS  Chef  d’E.M, 

signe:  BONDIS 

p  eo  0  le  Chef  do  Bat «  MULZEC • 


DIVISION  DE  CASABLANCA 

- - - - - — Reference: 

^ote  No.  582/MGP/CAB  du 

Etat"Ma.ior  »■  1  Bureau  30/l2/42  du  General  Major  General 

oonoernant  les  militairos  Israelites 
No.  220/B.Co  ou  anciens  membres  de  societes  secretes. 

Note  40/c  MGI/CAB  du  30/l/43 
du  General  Major  General  concernant 
l^utilisation  des  Israelites  dans  l*ar- 
mee  c 


Rabat,  le  8  fevrier  1943 

COPIE  CONFORMS  TRANSMISE  A  : 

’’NOTIFICATION  GENERALS” 

I©  Les  declarations  des  officiers  et  s/officiers  do  reserve  vises 
au  paragraphe  II  do  la  note  do  service  582  MGP/CAB  du  30/12/42  seront 
etablies,  transmises  ot  conserveos  dans  les  memo  conditions  quo  les 
declarations  des  officiers  et  s/officiers  do  I’armee  active© 

II®  La  transmission  353  l/OM  on  date  du  17/12/42  ost  annulee©  Les 
dossiers  tendant  au  rappel  avec  lour  grade  anterieur  dos  anciens  cadres 
d* active,  israelites  ou  ayant  appartenu  a  des  societes  ^iocretes,  etablis 
conformement  aux  dispositions  do  1’ article  III  de  la  note  No.  582  MGP/ 
CAB  seront  adrosses  par  les  Generaux  cdts  les  Divisions  au  General  cdt 
superieur  des  TcM.  (timbres  Chanoellerie  pour  les  T««Me  timbre  "Section 
Colonial”  pour  les  ToCo  direotement  pour  1* Infanterio)  sous  couvert  des 
commandants  superieurs  des  armos  ou  services  pour  les  services  et  armes 
autres  que  1* Infanterie© 

Ilia-  Le  General  d’armee  cdt  en  chef  le  T.O.M.  a  delegue  au  General 
de  corps  d*armee  cdt  superieur  des  T.M©  le  pouvoir  de  decision  en  co  qui 
concerno  1* admission  des  militaires  israelites  des  reserves  dans  les 
unites  combattantesa 

En  consequence,  les  mesuros  suivantes  seront  appliqueos  au 

Maroc© 

.../ 


<  * 


Israelites  Alp^eriens 


Rejoindront  a  l*appel  de  leur  classe  le  D*I#M»  de  Casablanca  ou 
le  d*Oujda, e  t  seront  par  la  suite  diriges  sur  le  camp  de  Bedeau 

a  la  disposition  du  General  odt  de  la  19o  Region* 

Israelites  Citoyons  Frangais 

Actuellement  sous  les  drapeaux  etabliront  eventuelloment  des 
demandes  a  I’effet  d’etre  ma^ntenus  ou  verses  dans  une  formation  com- 
battante*  Ces  demandes  seront  centralisees  par  les  chefs  de  corps  qui 
adres seront  au  plus  tot^  on  double  exomplaire  au  General  cdt  superieur 
des  T*M®  (timbre  I/OM)  un  etat  nominatif  des  israelites  franqais  de 
leur  corps  du  modele  ci-dessous: 


ClassG  sA  etabli  ou  n*a  pas  etabliiAvis  du  :Decision  du 

do  :uno  domande  a  l^effet  do  :  Chef  : General  Cdt 


Mobilisation: servir  dans  une  formation  :do  Corps 
; comb att ante*  : 


les  T*M.  : 


@ 

M*  le  Lieutenant  Colonel  Directeur  de  l^EcPeS.M*  Casablanca 
Colonel  Directour  des  Services  des  Batiments,  Casablanca 
Capitaine  Cdt  le  MoRcA*  Casablanca 

Chef  de  Bataillon  cdt  1* Etabli ssement  Special  du  Materiel 
du  Genie  Casablanca© 

En  ce  qui  concerne  la  transmission  a  leurs  directions  d’armes 
ou  de  services  des  declarations  et  dossiers  et  listes  prevus  aux  para- 
graphes  I, II, III  de  la  notification  de  General  do  ^orps  d’armeo  cdt 
superieur  des  Troupes  du  Maroc* 

Ci- joint  a  toutes  fins  utiles  copie  de  la  note  No*  212  MGP/ 
CAB  du  9  decembre  1942a 

Casablanca,  le  20  fevrier  1943 

Le  General  DESRE  cdt  pvt  la  Division  de 
Casablanca  s/Chof  d’Etat-Major 


COMMANDEMENT  ENCHEF  DES  FORCES 
TERRESTRES  ET  AERIENNES  EN  AFRIQUE 

Major  General  (Direction  du  Personnel) 

No*  212  -  M*G*Pe/CAB  Algor,  lo  9  decembre  1942 

Ob jet : 

Anciens  cadres  active  israelite  ou 

ayant  appartenu  a  des  societes  secretes*  NOTE 

Aux  termes  d^une  decision  du  4  decembre  du  General  commandant 
on  chof  les  forces  terrostres  et  aeriennes  en  Afriquo,  les  officiers  ot 
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sous-officiors  rayes  dos  cadres  do  l*armee  active  depuis  le  25  guin  1940, 
parce  qu^etant  Israelites  ou  ayant  appartenu  a  une  societe  secrete  inter- 
dite  par  les  ancionnos  lois,  pourront  etre  rappeles  sous  les  drapeaux  aveo 
lour  grade  anterieur  a  condition: 

a)  d^avoir  ete  blesses  ou  cites,  soit  au  cours  do  la  guerre 
14-18,  soit  sur  un  theatre  d* operations  exterieures  ou  pendant  la  guerro 
de  1939-40, 

b)  d’etre  I’objet  d’avis  favorable  de  la  part  dos  autorites 
hierar chiquos  o 

Los  officiors  ou  sous  officiers  ayant  fait  une  fausso  decla¬ 
ration  sur  I’honneur  ne  soront  pas  rappeles o 

Les  officiers  et  sous  officiers  remplissant  les  conditions 
ci-dossus  pour  etre  rappeles,  adresseront  une  domande  par  la  voie 
hierar chiqueo 

En  ce  qui  concerno  les  forces  terrestres,  la  Decision  de  rappel 
sous  les  drapeaux  sera  prise: 

a)  pour  les  officiers  par  lo  General  commandant  en  chef  les 
forces  terrestres  et  aeriennes  auquel  les  domandos  seront  transmisos  sous 
lo  present  timbre o 

b)  pour  les  sous-off icier s,  par  lo  General  commandant  en  chef  le 
theatre  d’operations  au  Maroc® 


De stinataires 


M&I«le  General  cdt  en  chef  les  TaO-s  Le  General  d’Armeo  PRIOUX 

Major  General  des  Forces  Terrestres 
et  Aerienno:  Signe  :PRI0UX 
Signe  :L0UCHET 


Commandant  Super ieur 

des  Troupes  au  Maroc  Rabat,  le  17  deoombre  1942 

Etat  Major  (le  Bureau  CcM*) 

No. 353  I/OM  EXTRAIT  CONFORME NOTIFIE 

Los  demandes  des  interesses  seront  adressees  au  General  cdt  su- 
perieur  des  TaM#  (le  Bureau  C*M.)  pour  les  Cdts  d’arme  ou  services  Gene- 
raux  de  Division  en  ce  qui  concerne  1’ Infanterio a 

A  ces  demandes  soront  jointes  les  copies,  certifieos  conformes  par 
les  chefs  de  corps,  dos  pieces  justif icatives  des  blessuros  ou  des  citations. 

Destinataire:  Le  General  de  Division  LASCRODX 

Cdt  superieur  des  TaMa 
Signe:  BONDIS 
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ORDOIWANCES 

Declaration  et  ordonnance  du  14  mars  1943  du  commandant  ©n 
chef  franQais  civil  ot  militairo  concornaht  la  validito  d© 
la  legislation  on  viguour  dans  les  territoiros  relevant  do 
son  autorite 0 


Le  general  d^armeo,  commandant  on  chef  franqais  civil  et 

militairo; 

Considerant  quo,  le  26  decembro  1942,  los  representants  do 
la  Franco  en  Algerio,  au  Maroc,  on  Afrique  occidontalo  fran^aiso  et  en 
Tunisia  non-occupeo  ont  fait  appol  au  gene'ral  d’arraee  H  enri  Giraud  pour 
assurer  unc  moilleuro  gestion  do  IM.ntorot  commun  do  leurs  territoiros  et 
obtenir  uno  plus  grande  officacite  do  la  luttc  reprise  contra  Ibnnemi  aux 
cotes  des  Allies; 

Que  ces  representants  ont  agi  on  accord  avoc  los  populations 
et  suivant  la  ro^lo  legitime  do  lour  statut  oommo  depositaires  des 
pouvoirs  do  la  Republiquo; 


Considerant  quo  cos  representants  ont  ainsi  invosti  le  general 
d’une  mission  dont  il  ost  comptablo  vis-a-vis  du  gouvornoment  quo  dosi- 
gnora  le  pouplo  frangais  apres  sa  liberation; 

Qu*en  attendant,  1©  general  agissant  on  qualite  do  sorvitour  do 
ce  pouplo,  doit  assuror  le  respect  dos  territoiros,  des  droits  et  des 
interSts  do  la  France  dans  la  consistance  qu’ils  avaiont  anterieurement 
au  22  juin  1940; 

Considerant  que,  posteriouroment  au  22  juin  1940,  ont  ete  mises 
on  viguour  dans  los  territoiros  qui  rolovont  do  1* autorite  du  general  dos 
regies  dont  I’origino  no  saurait  ctro  adraiso; 

Quo,  s’il  est  do  tradition  quo  los  legislations  survivont  aux 
changemonts  do  regime  politique  ou  que  Ic s  actos  dos  gouvernoments  de 
fait  soiont  ratifies,  cotte  tradition  concornc  oxclusivomont  dos  actos 
accomplis  dans  lo  libro  oxorcice  de  la  souvorainote; 

Quo  cetto  coutume  no  saurait  etro  etendue  aux  actos  d*uno 
autorito  qui,  subissant  la  loi  do  la  guorro,  a  du  soumottre  sa  legis¬ 
lation  a  l*agremont  prealablo  d’un  ennomi  qui  occupait  effcctivcment  los 
doux-tiors  du  territoire; 

Qu*uno  tollo  necossite  a  mis  obstacle  a  la  libro  volonte  des 
autorites  dont  emano  la  legislation  fran^aise  posteriouro  au  22  juin  1940; 

Quo, dos  lors,  cetto  legislation  est  depourvue  do  fondement 

legitime; 
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Considerant,  toutofois,  que  cette  legislation  a  ete  appliqueo 
dans  les  territoires  qui  relovont  do  1’ autorite  du  general; 

Que,  dans  un  but  d’ordro,  il  importe  de  pourvoir  aux  exigences 
cr6es  par  cette  situation; 

Qu*usant  des  pouvoirs  quo  lui  ont  delegucs  les  ropresentants 
do  la  France  dans  les  divers  territoires,  le  general  a  competence  pour 
prendre  les  mesuros  legales  indispensables  au  roglomont  d*un  etat  do 
fait; 

En  consequence,  le  general  d*armee,  commandant  en  chef  fran- 
qais  civil  et  militairoi, 


DECLARE 

Sont  nuls,  les  actes  const itutionnols,  lois  et  decrets  poste- 
riours  a  la  date  du  22  juin  1940. 

ORDONNE 

Article  premier o-  II  sera  statue  par  des  ordonnances  particulie- 
res  sur  le  reglemont  do  la  situation  de  fait  resultant  do  la  mise  en  vi- 
gueur  des  actes  constitutionnels,  lois  et  decrets  declares  nuls; 

Art#  2«-  L©.  presente  declaration  et  la  presente  ordonnance  so- 
ront  observes  et  executes  commo  loi* 

Alger,  le  14  mars  1943 


(Signe)  GIRAUD 


ORDOMANCE 

du  14  mars  1943,  portant  validation  des  regies  generalos 
appliquees  posteriouromont  au  22  juin  1940  dans  les  ter¬ 
ritoires  relevant  du  commandant  on  chef© 

Le  general  d*armee,  commandant  en  chef  franqais  civil  et  mili- 

taire; 


Considerant  quo,  par  declaration  et  ordonnance  do  ce  jour,  sont 
declares  nuls  les  actes  constitutionnels,  lois  et  decrets  et,  en  conse¬ 
quence,  tous  arretes  et  toutes  autres  decisions  posterieurs  au  22  juin 
1940; 


Considerant  toutefois  que,  dans  l^interet  do  I'ordre  public  et 
pour  assurer  la  continuite  du  fonctionnement  des  institutions  comme  de  la 
vie  sociale,  il  y  a  lieu  do  reputer  provisoirement  valables  les  regies 
generalos  contonues  dans  les  textes  declares  nuls  et  appliquees  dans  les 
territoires  de  1* Algeria,  du  Maroc,  de  I'Afrique  occidentalc  frangaise  et 
de  la  Tunisia  non-occupee  postericuroment  au  22  juin  1940,  que,  toutefois 
cette  validite  doit  se  concilier  avec  le  respect  des  principes  politiques 
on  vigueur  le  22  juin  1940  et  qui  n*ont  jamais  cesse  d’etre  legitimes; 
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Qu*on  consequence  la  validation  proscrito  par  la  presente 
ordonnance  est  provisoire  et  sera  I’objet  de  ratifications  ulterieures,  sur 
la  proposition  d’uno  commission  specialemont  designee  et,  au  plus  tard, 
dans  le  delai  do  deux  mois; 


ORDOMS  : 

Article  premier*-  Les  regies  prescrites  par  les  lois,  decrets, 
arretes  et  toutcs  autres  decisions  posterieurement  au  22  juin  1940  sent 
provisoiroment  valideos® 

Art*  2*-  Uno  commission  nommeo  par  le  commandant  en  chef 
et  placee  dans  sa  depondance  directe  examinera,  s’il  y  a  lieu,  de  main- 
tonir  les  actes  provisoirement  valides  en  appreciant  leur  conformite 
avec  les  princigos  politiques  on  vigueur  le  22  juin  1940  et  qui  n*ont 
jamais  cesse  d*etro  legitimes* 

Arto  3c-  Les  actes  dont  I’abrogation  n’aura  pas  ete  pronon- 
cee  dans  \m  delai  de  deux  mois  a  compter  do  la  publication  de  la 
presente  ordonnance  scront  reputes  definitivement  ratifies; 

Art*  4c-  Los  proscriptions  ci-dossus  enonceos  scront  appliquees 
aux  pays  de  Protectorat  et  aux  territoiros  coloniaux  suivant  le  regime  qui 
leur  est  propre; 

Art*  5®-  La  pro sente  ordonnance  sera  oxecutco  comme  loi; 

Alger,  le  14  mars  1943 

(Signe)  GIRAUD 

ORDOMANCE 

du  14  mars  1943,  portant  validation  definitive  dos  situations 

acquises  et  dcs  jugemonts  rendus  posterieurement  au  22  juin 

1940. 

Le  general  d'armee,  commandant  on  chef  franqais  civil  et  mili- 

taire  : 

Considerant  que,  pour  eviter  un t  rouble  grave,  il  y  a  lieu  de 
validcr  les  situations  acquises  et  les  jugemonts  rendus  posterieurement 
au  22  juin  1940; 

Quo,  toutefois,  cotto  validation  no  s*etond  pas  aux  vices 
autres  quo  coux  dorivant  de  la  nullite  declaree  par  1* ordonnance  con- 
cernant  la  validite  de  la  legislation  posterieure  au  22  juin  1940; 

ORDONNE  : 

Article  premier®-  Les  decisions  admin ist natives  individuellos, 
les  actes  unilateraux  ou  contractuols  de  toute  nature,  les  decisions  et 
actes  judiciaires  de  tout  ordro  ayant  fait  application  d* actes  const itu- 
tionnels,  lois,  decrets,  arretes  ou  toutos  autres  decisionspostoriourosau 
22  juin  1940  sont  definitivement  valides  sous  reserve  dos  vices  autres  quo 
ceux  derivant  de  la  nullite  declaree  par  1* ordonnance  concernant  la  vali- 
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dite  de  la  legislation  posterieure  au  22  juin  1940  j 

Art#  2«-  La  presente  ordonnance  sera  executee  comme  loi# 
Alger,  le  14  mars  1943 


(Signe)  GIRAUD 
ORDOMANCE 

du  14  mars  1943,  concernant  les  assemblees  elues  de  l^Algerie, 
du  Maroc,  de  l^Afrique  occidentale  franqaise  et  de  la  Tunisia 
non-occupee • 


re: 


Le  general  d’armee,  commandant  en  chef  frangais  civil  et  militai- 


Considerant,  d’une  part,  ^u’en  consequence  de  la  declaration 
de  nullite  des  lois  et  decrets  posterieurs  au  22  juin  1940,  les  assem¬ 
blees  elues  locales  fonctionnant  sur  les  territoires  de  I’Algerie,  du 
Maroc,  de  1‘Afrique  occidentale  frangaise  et  de  la  Tunisie  non-occupee 
a  la  date  du  22  juin  1940  doivent  cesser  d^etre  suspenduesj 

Considerant,  d’ autre  part,  que  par  analogie  avec  les  mesures 
except ionnelles  prises  pendant  la  guerre  de  1914/1918  par  les  disposi¬ 
tions  oombinees  des  lois  des  24  decembre  1914,  15  avril  1916  et  14  mars  1917, 
il  y  a  lieu  de  proroger  le  pouvoir  des  assemblees  6lues  et  d’ajourner  les 
operations  de  revision  des  listes  electorales  et  les  elections  jusqu*a  une 
date  qui  sera  fixee  apres  la  liberation  du  territoire  metropolitain  par  les 
pouvoir s  publics  competentsj 


ORDONNE  : 

Article  premier#-  Les  assemblees  elues  locales  qui  etaient 
instituees  a  la  date  du  22  juin  1940  dans  les  territoires  de  I’Algerie, 
du  Maroc,  de  I’Afrique  occidentale  frangaise  et  de  la  Tunisie  non-occupee 
cessent  d’etre  suspendues  et  foncdonneront  suivant  les  lois  et  reglements 
en  vigueur  le  22  juin  1940; 

Art#  2o-  Les  operations  de  revision  des  listes  electorales  et  les 
elections  sont  ajournees  jusqu’a  une  date  qui  sera  fixee,  apres  la  libe¬ 
ration  du  territoire  metropolitain,  par  les  pouvoirs  publics  competents; 

Art#  3#-  Les  pouvoirs  des  assemblees  ©lues  visees  a  1 ’article 
premier  sont  proroges  jusqu’a  la  date  prevue  a  1’ article  2; 

Art#  4#-  Les  gouverneurs  generaux  et  residents  generaux  sont 
charges  de  1’ execution  de  la  pre sente  ordonnance; 

Art#  5#-  Toutes  dispositions  contraires  a  la  present©  ordonnance 
sont  abrogees; 

Art#  6#-  La  presente  ordonnance  sera  execute©  comme  loi; 

Alger,  le  14  mars  1943 


#  #  # 
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(Signe)  GIRAUD 
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DECLARATION 
ET  ORDONNANCE 

du  14  mars  1943,  relatives  aux  mesures  prises  a  I’encontre 
des  juifs» 

Le  general  d’armee,  commandant  en  chef  fran^ais  civil  et 

militairej 

Considerant  que,  poster ieuromont  au  22  juin,  date  de  1’ armistice 
avec  les  gouvernement  du  Reich,  des  mesures  ont  ete  prises  a  l*encontre  des 
Juifs  comme  consequence  de  Inoccupation  allemandej 

Que  ces  mesures  portent  atteinte  au  respect  de  la  personne 
humaine,  principe  traditionnel  du  droit  frangaisj 

DECL/iRE : 

Sont  nulles  les  disposition  legislatives  et  reglementaires 
posterieures  au  22  Juin  1940  qui  contiennent  une  discrimination  fondee 
sur  la  qualite  de  Juif; 


ORDOITNS  : 

Article  premier®-  Toute  distinction  fondee  sur  la  qualite 
de  Juif  dans  l^etat  civil,  l*acces  et  l*exercico  des  professions,  la  fre- 
quentation  des  etablissements  scolairos  de  tout  ordre,  est  aboliej 

Art©  2o-  Les  gouverneurs  generaux  et  residents  generaux  deter- 
mineront,  dans  le  cadre  du  statut  legislatif  propre  a  chaque  territoire; 

!•-  Les  conditions  et  les  delais  dans  lesquels  il  sera  precede  a  la 
reintegration  dans  les  fonctions  publiques  et  les  emplois  des  services 
publics  de  ceux  qui  en  ont  ete  exclus  du  fait  de  leur  qualite  de  Juif; 

2©-  Les  conditions  et  les  delais  dans  lesquels  il  sera  progressive- 
ment  fait  appel  dans  I’economie  privee  a  ceux  qui  en  ont  ete  exclus  du 
fait  de  leur  qualite  de  Juif; 

3 a-  Les  conditions  et  les  delais  dans  lesquels  seront  restitues  aux 
Juifs  les  biens  places  sous  administration  provisoire; 

Art©  3©-  Los  actes  accomplis  par  les  administrateurs  provisoires 
sont  declares  valables,  a  1* exception  des  actes  de  disposition  des  immeu- 
bles  ou  des  fonds  et  sous  reserve  des  vices  autres  que  ceux  derivant  de  la 
nullite  ci-dessus  declaree; 

Art©  4e-  La  presente  declaration  et  la  presente  ordonnance 
seront  observees  et  excutees  comme  loi; 

Alger,  le  14  mars  1943 


(Signe)  GIRAUD 


ORDONNANCE 

du  14  mars  1943,  portant  abrogation  du  decrot  du  24  octobre 
1870  relatif  au  qtatut  des  Israelites  indigene  de  l^Iilgerie* 
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Le  general  d*armee, commandant  on  chef  fran^ais,  civil  et 


militairej 


ORDONNE  : 

Article  premier*-  Le  decret  du  24  octobre  1870  concernant  le 
statut  des  Israelites  indigenes  do  1* Algeria  est  abrogej 

Art*  2»«  Des  decisions  portant  reglement  determineront  dans 
le  delai  de  trois  mois  les  conditions  d' application  d e  la  present© 
ordonnanoe  j 

Art*  3o-  La  present©  ordonnanc©  sera  execute©  comm©  loij 

(Signs)  GIRAUD 
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